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SIBERIAN: ANECDOTES. 


CHAPTER III. 
THE BASE BROTHER. 


NRUCIUS inſtantly ſet forward 
LA for Caſan, and in hisway through 
Moſcow, he diſpatched the emigrants 
that he had engaged, and wrote by 
them to his friend baron Roſen, ac- 
quainting him with the intereſting cir- 
cumſtance, which retarded his return. 

On his arrival at Caſan, late in the 
evening, his carriage was ſtopped to 
make way for a funeral proceſſion, 
attended with · great pomp and magni- 
ficence. His curioſity naturally led 
him to enquire whoſe it was, and he 

Vor. III. B heard 
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heard with great concern, that it was 
the remains of the late baton Mou- 
ſehin, who had ſurvived his lady only 
ten days. Both of them were carried 
off by an epidemiear dlörder that had 
raged in that city. 


Crucius now heſitated, what mea- 
ſures he ſhould purſue; the young 
baron, their ſon, had fled from in- 
fection, and was retired to a caſtle at 
ſome diſtance. He reſolved on return- 

ing to Peterſburgh; but thought” it 
proper to appriſe the baron Mouſchin, 
her brother, of his intentions. He 
proceeded therefore to a ſmall village 
near his reſidence, and ſent his ſervant 
to the caſtle with a letter of condo- 
lence; informing alſo the baron of the 
motive of his coming to Caſan, and 
of his intentions of returning to throw 
himſelf at the feet of Selina. 
to his letter, and earneſtly requeſted 
the favour of his company at the caſtle. 
Biest I Tram 
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Crucius haſtened thither without de- 
lay. Time had matured them, but 
they inſtantly recollected each other's 
perſon. They entered with eaſe upon 
the ſubject of his viſit, and the baron 
expreſſed concern, that his errand muſt 
be fruitleſs ; he lamented the unhappy 
turn his; ſiſter had taken, and aſſured 
him, that he was confident no per- 
ſuaſion could influence her to alter her 
ſentiments. 

Crueius ſaid, he flattered himſelf 
that be ſhould be able to prevail. 
The baron with great profeſſions of 
friendſhip adviſed him to deſiſt, aſſur- 
ing him of the impoſſibility of his 
ſucceeding ; and ſhould you, ſaid: he, 
with a ſigh, carry your point, it would 
be to render yourſelf the moſt miſer- 
able of mortals. Falſe tenderneſs for 
my ſiſter might lead me to deceive you, 
but I have a ſoul above diſguiſe ; the 
wretchedneſs of her temper muſt 


nn truly pitiable any man in ſo 
ut. B 2 near 
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near a connection with her as 4 huſ- 
band: I am certain you would wiſh 
yourſelf hanged before you Had lived 
1 month with her. 3 
Crucius was aſtoniſhed at fuch a 
declaration from a brother, to an al- 
moſt utter ſtranger. There was ſome- 
thing ſo ingenuous in the air and man- 
ner of the baron, that it encouraged 
his freedom. - He acknowledged his 
apprehenſions, that his own miſcon- 
duct towards her might have rankled 
her temper; and mentioned with mo- 
deſty the reaſons he had to hope ſhe 
fall bore him ſome preference, = 
The baron Mouſchin appeared 


nettled, and replied; that whatever her 


inclinations might be, he did not ſee 
how'ſhe could, with any delicacy, at- 
tend to propoſals of ſuch a nature, ſo- 
recently after the affliftive depriva- 


tion ſhe had ſuſtained. The idea was 


ſhocking to humanity, and he rather 


1 wondered that * could cheriſh 
ſuch 
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ſuch an intention, at leaſt for the pre- 
ſent. He recommended his returning 
into Siberia, and, if he was deter- 
mined on his own wretchedneſs, he 
might purſue it, after a decent time 

vas elapſed from the death of the ba- 
ron and his lady. 

Though Crucius had been at firſt 
Jn by. an appearance of- can- 
dour, his penetration began now to 

ſuſpect that the baron wiſhed to in- 
terrupt his union with Selima. He 
conſidered her as perfectly at her own 
diſpoſal, and reſolved to haſten back, 
and urge his ſuit without delay. The 
baron and Crucius parted with polite- 
neſs, rather than cordiality. Impa- 
tience added wings to his ſpeed. He 
returned by the ſwifteſt conveyance, 


and ſeized the firſt moment of acceſs 
to Calſha, to learn from her how Se- 
lima was ſupported under. her 8 
affliction. Ws xt 


B 3 HAP. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


\ 


"THE HAPPY DISAOFEAT-. 


ELIMA wy affected by 
her Toſs, and very earneſt to enter 
upon her year of probation, with a 
view to take the veil. It was agreed, 
therefore, that Calſha ſhould, without 
delay, prepare her for an interview 
with Crucius. 

In converſation that day on the ſub- 
ject of her being profeſſed, Calſha, 
with great tenderneſs, enquired whe- 
ther her affections were entirely diſen- 
gaged from the object that had ſo long 


àttached them. Utter deſpair, ſaid 
1 Selima, hath blunted the keennefs 
«of my ſenſations; I now ſuffer les - 


« than from hope deferred; but his 


ke N muſt be ever dear to me; 
| « and 


* 
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«and his image can never be obli- 
e terated from my heart: I bear him 
© continually with ſupplications be- 
fore the throne of mercy, and 1 hope 
eto meet his 3 an 3 — 
* of: bleſſedneſs? rt N ; 

: 066,” Std: Quin; «ſhouts 
«© ſome: ſtrange and unforeſeen pro- 
« yidence- bring tiris wanderer to your 
feet, and you had reaſon to believe 
e that he had coveted union with vou 
above all things upon earth, would 
you then perſiſt in your n 
nen the veil ? 
Ah ſaid Selima, that is nor 
9 o far removed from ꝓaſſibility, that 
ſuggeſting the ĩdea can only tend to 
> open afreſh my wounded heart, and 

«make it bleed in vain. Not fo,” 
ad Calſha, I have the ſtrongeſt 
e perſuaſion that, he ſtill lives, and 
«© lives for you.“ Alas l alas!” ſaid 
| the, © how ah: be? For mercy 


8 * ke haue pity on me, and torture 
B 4. not 


8 


not your friend nth ſuch vain oO 
:© miles.” ; ABer Henn £15 
Were my duumiſes vain,” «ſaid 
Calſha, e Cxucius would not now 
wait for your permiſſion to aſk for- 
« giveneſs at your feet, for the Ney 
by; 2 hath occaſioned you. 
“ Crucius! Ciucius l cried the 
ae, Selima, how, when, where 
< did you learn that aan 1 never 
e intruſted wt to uu. 
Heis my friend, a 
E nefactor,“ ſaid Calſha, andd at his 
s requeſt I have undertaken to plead 
C echis cauſe before you, and procure 
his admiſſion to your preſence. 9 
gSelima turned pale, and reclining 
her head upon the boſom of Calſha, 
nearly fainted in her arms. A ſhower 
of tears relieved the ſudden agitation 
of her mind. She endeavoured to 
compoſe herſelf, and liſten to the ex- 
planation of this aſtoniſhing myſtery. 
She continued penſive for ſome time, 
n \ $. then 


SIBERIAN "ANECDOTES. 
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9: 
then taking a letter out of her pocket, 
ſhe ſaid, © Crucius muſt firſt be ac- 
: quainted with the contents of this; 
* and if, after deliberation. thereon, 
c he ſtill deſires an interview, I ac- 
« knowledge to you I ſhall make no 
- © objection.” The tidings ſoon reached 
Crucius, Who was waiting in the par- 
lour of the convent, with im patience, 
the reſult of their conference. He 
received from Calſha the letter through 
the grate; it was from Baron Mouſ- 
chin: The contents were theſe +. | 
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My Dear Siſter, 
WE dl pleaſure 1 always feel in ad- 
«dreſſing you, 1s alloyed at this time, 
* by the neceſſity I am under of add- 
ing to. your recent grief, for the loſs, 
e of our dear and valuable mother. 
Eight days after her departure, the 


« ſame epidemical diſtemper deprived. 


60 us alſo of our honoured father. 
4% B T SEO N It. | 
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It is with extreme reluctance I 
. «muſt inform you, that the very 

« ſmall proviſion he hath made for 
& you, will, I fear, be rather inſuffici- 
— lan of life you have 
«choſen ; but f am happy that it is | 
cin my —— to add to it, what will 
enable you to be profeſſed, in ſome 
<© meaſure, ſuitable to your former 
connections. I conclude you will 
< haſten to take the veil with all poſ- 
_< ſible expedition, left the expected re- 
* gulation ſhould take place, and then 
e you mult be deprived of this privi- 
<« lege till after fifty years of age, and 
e be liable to the ſneers and contempt 

te of the polite world, who have long 
ec held you in ſome diſeſteem, though 
« very unjuſtly. I ſhall hope to hear 
* from you very particularly of your 
health and intentions. 

] remain, my dear ſiſter, moſt ſin- 
e cerelyandinviolably, your affection- 
Tate brother, and faithful friend, 
Movscuin,” 


IT 
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This letter occaſioned Crucius no 
deliberation; fortune was not an ob- 
ect to him; his ſole ambition was to 
poſſeſs Selima, who had evidenced ſuch. 
a perſevering attachment to him. He 
entreated he might be permitted to 
ſee her; the readily conſented. There 
was no witneſs to their firſt interview; 
the ſenſations. they felt upon that oc- 
caſion are more eaſily imagined than 
expreſſed; it iſſued in their mutual. 
fſatisfaction, and they began the exer- 
ciſe of that tender friendſhip, which 
they hoped would ever inviolably ſub- 
ſiſt between them. | 
Crucius was admitted daily into the 
parlour of the convent. He ac- 
quainted Selima, without reſerve, with 
every material circumſtance that bad 
occurred to him ſince their ſeparation, 
and communicated to her the inten- 
tion be had formed of ſpending his 
life in Siberia, to aſſiſt in promoting 
the plan in which his friend, baron 
B 6 Roſen, 
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Roſen, was engaged. Selima entered 
. cordially into his views; and the re- 
_  tirement of Siberia fuited her taſte, 
Preferably to the tumult of more 
public appearance. Some days paſſed 
thus in pleaſing converſation with 
each other, when their felicity was a 
little ea * the af let- 
r 


8 My Dear Siſter, 


„I hope this will arrive in time to 
< ſecure you from the ſpecious and 
« artful addreſſes of that "monſter 
t Crucius, whom ven geance would 
not ſuffer to exiſt in Sweden. By 

« flight he hath prolonged his life, 
_ « juſtly forfeited by the perpetration 

_ © of the blackeft crimes. Through a 

wonderful providence I have learned 
| | © theſe particulars, from a native of 

Sweden now with me. Oh that 
this intelligence may reſcue you 
1 « from the indelible diſgrace of re- 

”m * ceving, 
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« ceiving, for a moment, a man ſo 
« unworthy your regard. Let me 


_ «© conjure- you reſolutely to refuſe any 


e interview with him; © to: deliberate 
e jn this caſe is to be irremediably un- 

e done; conſidering the unhappy pre- 
e dilection you have entertained in his 
« favour; blinded by ſuch prejudices, 
< you would become an eaſy prey to 
e his artifices, and, if ſeduced into 
.<< marriage, end your days in fruitleſs 
repentance that you neglected the 
kind warning of a brother, who 
eſteems your n dearer to him 

< than his life. 

_- © Believe me, moſt faithfully, your 
* real friend; and affectionate brother, 


| a Movzcun.” 


Selim was ſhocked exceedingly at 
the ſtile of her brother's letter, and at 
his ready reception of ſuch terrible 
charges againſt Crucius, which ſhe 
_ were fabricated by ſcandal, 

from 
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from the ee. with which he 
Calſha upon the ſubject of this dread- 
ful epiſtle; they determined not to 
communicate it to Crucius, fearing 
2 — of his juſt reſentment. 
OSalſha now thought it her duty to. 
ee account ſhe had received 
from Crucius, of his interview with 
the baron Mouſchin; it was ſuch a 
comment upon the letter before them, 
and ſo fully explained his firſt, where- 
in he urged ſo ſtrongly her taking the 
veil, that they could not fail to con- 
clude, that his object was at all events, 

to hinder her marriage, tho his mo- 


tives remained unſuſpectet. 
Conſcious how little ſhe had defarved: 


the ſeverity of his reflections, upon 
the wretobedneſs of her temper, Selima 
juſtly doubted, whether he himſelf 
credited the calumnies which he had 
o * nee to her ; 22 
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ſuſpecting that he thought to make 
them ſubſervient to his on purpoſes. 
he reſolved to write to her brother; 


and the ſtrangeneſs of his conduct diſ- 


poſed her the more readily to conſent 
to the intreaties of Crucius, to haſten 
their union; ſhe conſidered that their 
marriage was not intended to be ſplen- 
in Peterſburgh, and ſhould ſet out im- 
mediately for Siberia ; ſhe ſaw no rea- 
ſon, in this caſe, 'why the forms eſta. 


bliſhed by cuſtom, ſhould not give 


place to the wiſhes of her beſt friend, 
whoſe happineſs it was her duty as 
well as pleaſure to promote. Crucius 
made no objection to receiving her in 
ſable ; for to have. waited the end of 
her mourning would have been very 
inconvenient ; the next time therefore 
the ſubject was mentioned, ſhe con- 
ſented to refer it to the deciſion of the 
_ abbeſs. 


Selige 
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selima intreated Calfha to accom- 
pan her into Siberia, and make their 
abode her future aſylum; the diſpoſi- 
tion which ſhe had made of her ſon, 
added force to this ſolicitation; ſhe 
conſented with thankfulneſs to attend 
them, provided they could fuggeſt any 
plan of uſefulneſs for her future em- 
ployment. Crucius aſſured her he had 
a ſcheme for employing her in ſuper- 
intending the ſchools, which would 

render her a very uſeful member of 

| 3 lis vc 

The lady abbeſs was made W 
ed with the intentions of Selima ; ſhe 
diſcourſed ſome hours upon the ſub- 
je; and ſaid, ſhe was certain that a 
ſecular life was the proper vocation 
for a mind ſo ſtrongly attached as her's 
was; ſhe dropt a tear of thankfulneſs, 
that Selima had not precipitated her- 
ſelf into the pollution of ſo high a 
calling, whilſt her affections were given 
to a creature, To her fervent bene- 
_ diction 
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diction ſhe added her pious: exhorta- 
tions; to adorn the holy eſtate into 
which-ſhe was about to enter, and to 
carry with her into Siberia a ſavor of 
heavenly things; ſhe adviſed their 
compleating their union without de- 
lay, that Crucius might not be inter- 
rupted in the noble plan in which he 
was joining the baron Roſen. 
Crucius was charmed with the ge- 
nerous ſentiments of the lady abbeſs, 
wzo condeſeended to hold a converſa- 
tion with him in the parlour of, the 
convent, in which ſhe teſtified her ap- 
probation of his views for Calſha. 
She alſo recommended two young girls, 
Catharine and Eliza, her wards, to 
their protection; as ſhe preferred for 
them, under ſuch an advantage, a 
ſecular life to a conventual. Selima 
had ever treated them with a peculiar 
affection, and the girls were tenderly 
attached to her. She gave into the 
hands of Crucius noble portions for 
93:3 ane . 
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Catharine ard Eliza; ſhe ordered ge- 
neral prayers to be made for the happy 
union 1 and 
tion of their n 42 

Every thing being neee 
their departure, Sehma diſpatched a 
Jetter to cke baren her brother, where- 
in ſhe lamented his ready reception of 
the baſe and flanderous aſperſions caſt 
upen Crucius, informing him of the 
day fixed by dhe lady. abbefs for her 
marriage; after which they were to 
ſet out immediately for Siberia; ſhe 
thanked him for his liberal offer of 


contributing to her ſupport in a cloyſter, 


ut that not being her vocation, ſhe 


was happy in the kind proviſion which 
Providence had made for her, con- 
fident ſhe ſhould incur no juſt dis- 
L108 . — an union. 

dhe continued in the convent till 
. d c er marrisge; ſhe was at- 
tended to the church by Calſha; the 
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gave her hand to Crueius at the altar, 
for the firſt time, ſinee that critical 
moment that had occaſioned Land 10 


much anguiſn. 


They returned to pay their laſt re- 


ſpects to the lady abbeſs, whofavoured 
chem with an immediate auckence; the 
expreſſed her moſt ardent withes for 
W their abiding felicity; and difmiſled 
© them with her fervent benediction. 
W Sclima did not neglect to render her 
@ grateful acknowledgments to the ge- 
nerous Elizabeth, and took a tender 
farewell of all the ſiſterhood. Calſſia 


ſhed tears, when ſhe bid an adieu to 


the aſylum that had afforded her a re- 
treat under her calamities, and ſhe felt 
Ja pang at ſeparation from the unhappy 


Clara, who had found ſome conſola- 
tion under the anguiſh, which the 


Lendared. by the friendſhip and con- 


As they were on the point of quitting 


che parlour, a venerable old man rang 


the 
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the bell; and enquired for Selima. She 
knew him directly to have been a 
ſteward of her late father; he did not 
ſo readily recollect her, not finding her 
in the ſituation he expected; when he 
heard that ſhe; was. married he was 
te (ported: with joy. Oh 
g «amy dear lady.” Tad; be, 1 feared 
dent detained me on my journey, 
—— have been at my wit's- end, leſt 
you ſhould haye ruined yourſelf for 
tc ever, by taking the veil before I could 
*© deliver to you an executed duplicate 
755 of my honoured | maſter's laſt will, 
te which he charged me, if I ſurvived 
« him, to give into your own dear 
. hands. I am glad this worthy gen- 
v tleman hath taken care of you, for 
<« it would have broken my heart, if 
N you had ſhut, yourſelf up in a con- 
e vent, from the poſſeſſion of ſuch a 
« fine eſtate.” 


'Selima 
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- Selima received the will from Krem-' 
un; they were thrown into a little 
© conſternation by this adventure; but 
every thing being prepared for their 
departure, they took Kremlin into their 
ſuite, and with Calſha and Baſil her 
WT little boy, Catharine and Eliza, they 
ſet forward on their ny towards | 
Siberia. ö 
= When they were recovered rom their 
firſt ſurprize, Crucius examined the 
contents of the baron's will; but how 
© were they ſhocked and aſtoniſhed at I 
the baſeneſs of her brother ! Her fa- 
ther, in his will, expreſſed his great 
concern at her choice of ſecluſion, and 
in caſe ſhe perſiſted in it, he left her 
only an annuity ſufficient for her main- 
tenance; if ſhe took the veil, he re- 
voked even that ; but if ſhe married, 
© or returned into ſocial life, ſhe was 
immediately entitled to a very fine 


———- | 2 h = XX 9D. 
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eſtate, that came by her mother, and 
had 


had deſcended: in the female ine for 
ſeveral generations. | 
 Stlima felt a conſcious don that 
| her diſintereſted, generous bn. 
ſhould, thus unexpectedly receive 
large a portion with ber. They were 
Caſan. The eſtate lay but a few 
verſts from the high road, and they 
mt mach 
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HEY reſted 4 pe -Moſ-- 
cow, to procure neceſſaries ſuit- 
able ta their new ſituation. One 
morning Calſha went to a large ware - 
houſe, that furniſned ſome of the 
woman who was waiting lock at her 
with uncommon attention, and then 
ſtepping haſtily into a little back room, 
with; a glaſs door, ſne pereeived her 
whiſpering to a man, who appeared like 
her huſband ; he peeped forward: for. 
a few moments, and then, after a ſhort 
conference, the woman returned, and 
prefacing her enquiry with many apo- 
logins deeds ſhe muſt; beg the favour. 

wif vrt Tort bib nos 0of 
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of aſking the lady's name, as her rea- 
ſon for doing ſo was very important. 
Calſha was ſurprized at the queſtion, 
but without heſitation announced it. 
The woman' s$ whole countenance was. 
thrown into an agitation, which be- 
| ſpoke a mixture of ſurprize, pleaſure, 
and impatience; to explain herſelf ; 
ſhe deſired Calſha to follow her up 
began to ſatisfy her curioſity, which 
by this time was not a little excited. 
Vou don't recollecb ever ſeeing me be- 
fore, I perceive, faid ſhe, but I am a 
daughter of the ſteward, who, by the 
command of his maſter, baron Dorff, 
ſo inhumanly thruſt you out deſtitute 
from the caſtle; before night repenting 
af his obedience to his cruel maſter, he 
ſought for you with much diligence, 
meaning himſelf to afford you ſome 
relief; but from that day to this, he ne- 


ver could gain any intelligence of you. L 


The baron did not ſurvive his lady 
15 above 
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above a year and a half. He died, 
ſome ſay, quite diſtracted. He left no 
will, and his eſtates devolved to his 
heir at law, a very diſtant relation, a 
worthy pious good old man as ever 
lived. He found amongſt the baron's 
papers a letter,” written by Natalia, 
the very day ſhe expired ; wherein ſhe 
expreſſed her conſciouſneſs. that her 


time was drawing to its period, when 


| ſhe. could no longer ſhew kindneſs to 
the injured Calſha and her helpleſs in- 

fant. She intreated-in the moſt pa- 

thetic manner, that he would ſettle a 

ſuitable proviſion upon theſe unhappy . 
ſufferers, and faid; ſhe would die in con- 
tidence, that he could not refuſe to 
comply with this her laſt and only re- 
queſt. She profeſſed her perfect in- 
nocence of any infidelity towards the 
Baron, and her full forgiveneſs of all 
the wrongs he had done her in her 
ease 1 Er b ha f 


fr 7 +7 
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The good old Gentleman was very 
tenderly affected with her letter, and 
ſhocked to learn the intelligence from 
my father, of the late Baron's extreme 
cruelty, He endeavoured to gain in- 
formation, what was become of you, 
that he might fulfil Natalia's dying re- 
queſt, and when he could obtain none, 
he made a proviſion for 15 in his 

will. | 
He Kived but a few e Bier) 


| "4 when it appeared, that he had left you 


an annuity; of a thouſand rubles a 
year, and ten thouſand rubles to your 
little boy: the intereſt to be paid du 
ring his minority, and the principal 
upon his coming of age: it was to 
accumulate for your uſe, till you were 
diſcovered; and if no ſuch diſcovery 
woas made in fifty years, then the whole 

ſum was appropriated to the ſervice of 
the great monaſtery at Moſco '. 
= Calſha was quite overcame with the 

dave of this worthy man. She 
441 acknowledged 
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acknowledged her gratitude to the re- 
lator of this intelligence for the kind 
part ſhe appeared to take in it. She 
reflected with aſtoniſhment at the pro- 
vidential diſcovery, and ſhe haſtened 
back to communicate the tidings ſhe 
had received to her kind friends. 

They were rejoiced at her acquiſi- 
tion; and Crucius, after proper ex- 
amination of the will, undertook to 
manage the buſineſs for-Calſha. It 
was with difficulty ſhe was perſuaded 
to accept the annuity. She Taid, it 
appeared to her like the receiving the 
wages of her proſtitution. They 
urged, that her paſt ſufferings were 
more truly the recompence of her miſ- 
conduct; the only one her perfidious 
ſeducer would ever have afforded her. 
This benefit ſprang from the requeſt of 
her departed friend, and the benevo- 
lence of a good old man, and was now 
a truſt committed to her, which ſhe 
ought not-to refuſe. Their juſt rea- 

C 2 ſoning 


* 
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ſoning overcame her ſcruples. She ac- 
cepted the legacy, and proved a faith- 
ful ſteward in miniſtering to the ne- 
2 of the poor and indigent. 
The claim was readily admitted 
8 Fon: the teſtimony of the ſteward's 
ſon, to the identity of their perſons. 
The buſineſs was ſettled without diffi- 
culty; but it unavoidably detained 
them longer than they at firſt intended. 
They ſent Kremlin therefore forward, 
to prepare for their reception, and fol- 
lowed him as ſoon as their buſineſs 
was com pleated, 


# 
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CHAPTER YL -" 
WICKEDNESS AND MISERY, 


HE ſeaſon ſtill admitted of tra- 
velling in ledges. They went 
poſt to the old deſerted caſtle of Poli- 
korſa, in the province of Belgorod, 
which many years had been inhabited 
only by boors. On their arrival, they 
found the family in the utmoſt con- 
ſternation and diſtreſs; nor was that 
of Crucius and Selima leſs, on the 
abrupt relation, which theſe peaſants 
made them of the unhappy cataſ- 
trophe, that happened on the very 
day that Kremlin arrived there. 
The Baron Mouſchin was come to 
ſpend a little time at the eſtate, to levy 
heavy fines upon the boors, and put 
them under a- greater ſtate of op- 
r preſſion 


* 
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Preſſion than had been known for 
ſeveral generations. The intelligence 
Kremlin conveyed to them of the con- 
tents of the late Baron's will, and the 
expected arrival of Crucius and Se- 
lima, were moſt welcome tidings to 
their diſconſolate and aching hearts. 
MMouſchin was ſurprized at the un- 
expected arrival of Kremlin, and en- 
raged to madneſs when he learned 


from him, that he had delivered an 


executed duplicate of -his father's will 
to Selima, and that ſhe was coming 


. — 


nm the eſtate. 
His eyes flaſhed with fury at the 
r ſteward, and ſnatching up 
his gun, he diſcharged it in the fore- 
head of Kremlin, crying out, take the 
reward of thy officiouſneſs. Kremlin 
fell dead at his feet, and we, who were 
preſent at this terrible tranſaction, 
were almoſt in the ſame condition 
With terror. The report ſpread with 
Retten ſurpriſing 
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ſurpriſing rapidity. The next day the 
caſtle was ſurrounded with the officers 
or juſtice; we were again alarmed 
with the ſound of a gun, and on en- 
tering the apartment of the Baron, 
found him fallen to the ground; he 
had ſhot himſelf through the head, 
and expired immediately. 

Theſe horrid crimes were attributed 
to ſudden phrenzy in the Baron, and 
paſſed over in ſilence by the officers of 
juftice; and the boors remained waiting, . 
with earneſtneſs, the coming of Cru- 
cius and Selima to give their di- 
rections, as the murdered corpſes lay 
yet unburied at the caſtle. 

This ſudden ſhock proved ſo violent, 
that it quite overpowered the tender 
frame of Selima. She funk into a ſtu- 
por, attended with convulſive ſpaſms 
all over her. Every aſſiſtance was called 
in to procure her relief. The phy- 
ſicians acknowledged they had no hope 
of her recovery. She was attended 

. day 
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day and night by Calſha, Catharine, 
and Eliza; Crucius never quitted her 


; chamber. By. high cordials at length 


| her fever was conſiderably raiſed, the 


ſtupor and ſpaſms abated, and ſhe be- 


gan to :vidence | Sag: ny of re- 
"as F008 as it; was poſſible to remove 


ber, ſhe was conveyed in a ſledge from 


this ſcene of her diſtreſs to Veroneſe, 
where ſhe recovered beyond all ex- 


pectation, and was ſoon capable of 


purſuing the journey. But. Crucius 


now ſuffered from the great fatigue, 
and extreme anxiety he had ſuſtained, 


during her illneſs; a violent ſeizure 


upon his whole- nervous ſyſtem, in- 


dicated ſtrongly a paralytic tendency. 


His phyſicians were urgent that he 


ſhould remain under their care, but 


he was reſolute in his determination to 


continue their journey, and it proved 


his beſt remedy; for before he reached 


Caſan, 
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Caſan, he was free from alarming 
fymptoms. 

There he was informed, that the 
unhappy baron Mouſchin had died in- 
teſtate, and Selima was the only heir 
to his. vaſt poſſeſſions. Theſe new 
acquiſitions retarded once more their 
progreſs into Siberia, and employed 
ſome time to properly ſettle their eon- 
cerns.. Crucius with all poſſible dili- 
gence took a view of their new ac- 
quired property, and made regula- 
tions upon the various eſtates, which 
gladened the hearts of the boors, un- 
uſed to ſuch generous conduct from. 
their barons... _ 


Cs CHEAP- 
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CHAPTER VI. 
CATHARINE AND ELIZA. 


YALSHA endeavoured to amuſe 
_A Seltma from the melancholy 
which continually oppreſſed her, eſ- 
pecially in thoſe hours when Crucius 
was unavoidably engaged in buſineſs. 
The ſeaſon was advanced, when the 
face of nature had made a pleaſing 
_ tranſition, from the rigour of con- 
gealed ſnow, to the beautiful verdure 
of ſpring. Catharine and Eliza with 
little Baſil, lambled about the foreſt, 
and amuſed themſelves with entering 
Into the adjacent cottages, and talking 
with the wives and daughters of the 
peaſants, a delightful recreation to 
girls that had never known any thing 


but the confinement of a convent. 


During 


_—_— 
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During their abſence, Calſha re- 

lated ſome particulars of the cireum- 
ſtances of the birth of theſe girls, 
which had been communicated to her 
by the lady abbeſs, when ſhe commit- 
ted them to their charge; they-were 
ignorant of the circumſtances: of their 
own birth, and knew only, that they 
were dependent intirely upon the * 
abbeſs. 

The mother of Catharine was 
daughter to a ſteward of a rich and 
reſpectable boyard, in the province of 
Kexholm, who had alſo eſtates in In- 
gria, and a magnificent houſe in Pe- 
terſburgh ; when ſhe was about fifteen, 
years of age, ſhe was ſent thither, and 
placed as a penſioner at the great con- 
vent. The boyard condeſcended to 
pay attention to the daughter of his 
ſteward, and diſcharged for him the 
annual expences of her — 
When her two years were elapſed, the 
time linuted for her continuance hens 

N C6 Conſtantia : 
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Conſtantia was honoured. by an invi- 
tation to ſpend ſome time in the fa- 
mily of the boyard, that ſhe might 
partake of ſome amuſements at the 
capital. | 
She _ was blooming and animiited * 
thou gh not handſome, very ſenſible; 
her figure eaſy and graceful ; ſhe was 
moſt delicately neat in the care of her 
_ perſon, and ſtudious to render herſelf. - 
pleaſing in the family. The time 
fixed for her departure arrived, but 
her improvement by ſeeing company 
was ſo obvious, and her whole car- 
riage ſo agreeable, that the boyard 


generouſly offered to let her con- 


tinue longer in his family, that 
ſhe might receive every poſſible ad- 
vantage; after which he engaged to 
adorn her ſuitably, and give her an in- 
troduction into a diſtant province, 


where he had no doubt ſhe would 


marry much ſuperior to her rank. 
| e at the ſame time, that ſne 
23 ſhould. 
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ſhould be no expence to her father. 
This unexpected favour was thank- 
fully accepted. Conſtantia began now 
to exerciſe her taſte, and diſplay the 
elegance of her fancy without limita- 
tion. Every day produced variety of 
dreſs and ornament. 

The daughters of the boyard began 
to look with envy upon the ſplendor 


of Conſtantia's apparel. - To ſuch | 


they had not even aſpired. The lady 
of the boyard thought the indulgencies 
exceeded the bounds of propriety; but 
ſhe hoped it would be more than 
counterbalanced by the fidelity and 
gratitude of the ſteward. She always 
acquieſced in the foibles of her huſ- 
band, when they eroſſed not her own 
particular humour. She expected un- 
limited power in her own department, 
therefore did not object to the ſame 
liberty in her huſband. 
Cionſtantia was conſidered as one 
of the children of the family, and the 
1 boyard 
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boyard was careful, that in the midſt 
of politer improvements, ſhe ſhould 
not neglect to cultivate the rudiments 
of education, which ſhe had received 
at the convent, Whilſt his own 
daughters were engaged with their 
various maſters, Conſtantia was his 
peculiar care. He ſpent ſome hours 
with her every day in his ſtudy, pro- 
feſſedly for her improvement; and 
neglected no opportunity of being 
alone with her, to enforce his lectures 
for her future benefit in life. Some- 
times he rather chid her in public, for 
the exceſs of vanity and extravagance, 
that ſhe launched into, and when re- 
tired with her, he ſought to diſſipate 
the chagrin he had occaſioned by ca- 
reſſes and endearments. He accuſtomed 
her to call him father, and under that 
ſanction he practiſed the moſt fami- 
har tenderneſs without reſerve. It 
was true, he was old enough to be 
her father, but he was not inſenſible 
Bil OTE to 
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to her charms, nor could ſhe refit a 
powerful attraction toward him. Con- 
ſtantia, though ignorant of the mo- 
tives, felt the influence of his con- 
duct. Her health began to ſuffer ; 
ſhe was conſidered in a decline. She 
was fent for change of aur to a little 
diſtance from the capital. Removed 
from the cauſe of her diſquiet, ſhe 
ſoon reſumed her natural health and 
vivacity, and returned in a few weeks 
to the eyes of the doating boyard with 
redoubled charms. 

An unfortunate moment precipi- 
tated him to her utter ruin. She had 
been ſo often and familiarly on the 
brink of virtue, that ſhe was loſt ir- 
retrievably, before ſhe had time to 
reaſon on the conſequences of an 
actual fall. Poſſeſſion ſoon ſatiated 
the boyard, and new purſuits engaged 
him with leſs danger of diſcovery, than 
an intrigue in his own family. To 
flatter his lady with an appearance of 

confidence, 
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confidence, he caft injurious reflections 
upon Conſtantia, and lamented the 
ſnare ſhe had been to him, by the un- 
happy propenſity of her natural diſ- 
poſition.” He delivered her over to the 
undue reſentments of his wife, who 
gratified her malignant temper, by 
treating her with contempt and inſo- 
lence, and expoſing her to every poſ- 
ſible mortification ſhe could deviſe. 

\ Infinuations were conveyed. to her 
father greatly to her diſadvantage, 
which incurred his diſpleaſure. She: 
became a burden in the family of the 
| boyard, and dreaded to return home 
with diſgrace, added to diſappointment. 
By her tears and importunities ſhe ob- 
tamed admiſſion into the convent where 
ſhe had been educated ; ſhe was entered: 
upon her year of probation with an- 
intention to take the veil. 

A few months gave her evidence of 
the inevitable miſery in which her 
ee had * her. She revealed: 

it - 
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it in confidence to a nun, who ſhewed 
her particular kindneſs, and, by a for- 
tuitous vacancy, this friend was ſoon 
after elected Lady Abbeſs, the ſame 
| Rt at. en preſides 1 in our con- 

vent. a | | 
The tender compaſſion which: ſhe 
felt towards her miſery, induced her to 
conceal the affair, and contrive that 
ſhe 'ſhould remain unſuſpected. Ca- 
tharine was born within thoſe holy 
walls, and introduced as a child com— 
mitted to the Lady Abbeſs's protec- 
tion. The unhappy Conſtantia took 
cold, by her efforts to avoid diſcovery, 
and lingered but a ſhort time before 
ſhe expired in diſtreſs inexpreſſible. 

She received not the tribute of a tear 
| en her unrelenting ſeducer, nor 
would he, when ſecretly applied to, af- 
ford any thing towards the mainte- 
nance of the child. Our compaſſion- 
ate ſuperior hath been inviolably faith- 
m to the Ow hen of her "Ou friend, 
| F | and 
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and educated Catharine with the ut- 
moſt care and attention. A | 


The mother of Eliza was one of the 
daughters of a rich boyard, in the | 
province of Czeremiſſi. Her elder 
ſiſters accompanied their father and 
mother to Prolockarſa, whilſt ſhe, 
with the younger children, remained 
under the care of Madame Goertz, an 
od family governeſs at the caſtle. 
Caroline was arrived at her fifteenth 

year; thoſe that remained with her 
were ſix or ſeven years younger. 
The advanced age of Madame Go» 
ertz, added to the rigor of the ſeaſon, 
often prompted her to make very free 
with the contents of a well filled cel- 
lar, committed to her charge, during 
the abſence of the family; and the 
effect of taking an over-doſe of rich 
wines and liqueurs at night, was 
ſing very late the next day. 

Caroline was paſſed the confine- 


ment of her nurſery, and durin g the 
ſlumbers 


\ . 
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ſlumbers of her governeſs, ſne ranged 
at liberty in the foreſt, and viſited the 
oottages of the boors. The peaſants 
were delighted with the condeſcenſion 
of their young lady. Caroline had 
never been introduced into company, 
nor had ſhe as yet entertained an idea 
of ambition or propriety of conduct. 
She followed the diRates of her in- 
clination. The life of a peaſant fuited . 
more with her taſte, than the formal 
magnificence ſhe ſaw, when the family 
were at the caſtle. 

The ſun was frequently retiring to 
the horizon, when Madame Goertz 
awoke from her flumbers, but none 
upbraided her negligence ; they were 
pleaſed with it, as an excuſe for their 

own. #4 | 

The ſon of a neighbouring boor at- 
tracted the attention of Caroline. He 
aſſiduouſly waited her commands, and 

delighted to contribute to her amuſe- 
ment. She followed him with his 


dogs 3 
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dogs; and when he was employed in 
hewing timber, ſhe would take the. 


ax from his hands, and endeavour” to 4 


imitate his ſtrokes. She affiſted him 
in collecting the chips, and helped 
him carry them home to the cottage of 
his father. When he played upon 
his pipe, ſhe accompanied his ſimple 
notes with her voice. She graved his 
name upon the trees of the foreſt, 
and taught him to underſtand what 


the letters expreſſed. 


The condeſcenſion and freedom of 
Caroline, encouraged the confidence 
of Alidor. He ſuppreſſed not the at- 
traction he felt, but giving way to the 
impulſe: of his heart, confeſſed his 


5 love to the artleſs Caroline. She chid 


not his preſumption, but acknow- 
ledged, ſhe ſought no higher felicity, 
than to be the wife and companion of 
 Alidor. They exchanged mutual 
vaws of fidelity, and without reaſon- 


- 


' SIBERIAN ANECDOTES. 45 


ing upon conſequences, became in 
their own opinion man and wife. 
They continued their intercourſe 
without interruption till the family 
returned to the caſtle. They mourned 
in ſilence, the privation they then ſuf- 
fered, and counted the days of return- 
ing felicity, when the abſence of the 
family ſhould reſtore them to liberty. 
Madame Goertz made no complaints 
of the negligence of her pupils, and it 
was taken for granted, that the young 
ladies had made proper improvement. 
Caroline was chagrined, when ſhe 
heard that the next ſeaſon was fixed 
for her making her public appearance 
in the world. With that view, her 
mother began to attend more particu- 
larly to the graces of her perſon. She 
was mortified to perceive a change in 
her greatly to the diſadvantage of the 
natural elegance of her figure. Her 
clumſineſs daily inereaſed, her features 
n dragged, ſhe loſt the bril- 
liancy, 
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nancy of her ruddy — and 
her beauty evidently faded. 

Theſe fymptoms n ſuſpi- 
cion was at laſt alarmed; the acknow-- 
ledged without heſitation to her mo- 
ther the truth of her condition, and 
implored ſhe might have liberty to go 
home to her huſband. She coveted no 
portion, and entreated, ſhe might not 
be expoſed to the fight of her father, 
whoſe diſpleaſure ſhe dreaded, but be 
permitted to retire immediately under 

the protection of her dear Alidor. 
Aſter the firſt ſhock of this dreadful 
diſcovery, it was determined to keep 
the matter as private as poſſible, and 
avert-by every precaution the bad con- 
ſequences of a daughter's public diſ- 
grace. Caroline was ſent immediately 
to a diſtant ſecluſion, and no care 
neglected to bring her ſafe through 
the perilous hour; and when ſhe was 
fo far recovered, as to ſuffer no danger 
from the — ſhe was bid to take 
| a laſt 


a laſt farewel of her infant. It was 
torn from her arms, and diſpoſed of 


where ſhe was never to hear of it more. 


Nothing could exceed the agonies ſhe 


endured, ſhe wept day and night, and 
refuſed all ſuſtenance, unleſs they re- 
ſtored her child. They aſſured her 


it ſhould be taken proper care of, but 
that ſhe never mult ſee it again. 

The force of hunger conſtrained 
her to ſatisfy the cravings of nature, 
and time mitigated the extremity of 
her angutſh. By much converſation 
ſhe was brought to underſtand the 
impropriety of her conduct, and that 


in law ſhe could not be confidered as 


the wife of Alidor. He fled upon 
the firſt apprehenſion of diſcovery, 


and meaſures were taken with his fa- 


mily to ſecure their filence and n | 


his return. 
After ſome time the was told, ſhe 
muſt prepare for a viſit to a relation 


in a diſtant province, where ſhe might 
Wh 2" ”-. 
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expect to marry well from her fortune 
and connections. She was quite re- 
luctant to this propoſal, but conſent- 
ed on obtaining an abſolute promiſe, 
that. her infant ſhould be committed. 
to the care of an old aunt of her 
mother's,” who lived in the province 
of Ingria, with whom ſhe had ſpent 
ſeveral years when a child, and of 
whoſe kindneſs ſhe had the ſtrongeſt 
confidence. This was complied with, 
under a. folemn engagement on her 
part, to be fatisfied, and make no fur- 
ther enquiries.  _- 
The intended REIT was ety: 
cated” in one of the northern pro- 
vinces. Caroline's whole conduct ever 
ſince hath been irreproachable. She 
is ſurrounded with affluence, and much 
eſteemed; by .her| huſband and all his 
connections; but her life is imbitter- 
eld with inward grief; ſhe feels in con- 
ſcience the wife of Alidor, and is tor- 
| mented with e for the depri- ; 
et vation 


” at ff 29 4 
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vation ſhe hath ſuffered of her child. 
Providence hath given her no increaſe 
of family; a circumſtance for which 
ſhe is very thankful, as ſhe feels it 
would have exceedingly aggravated her 
miſery. Her old aunt readily accepted 
the charge committed to her, and at 
her deceaſe, ſhe committed the child, 
our lovely Eliza, to the care of her 
n der daughter, who was faith- 
ful to her truſt. She deemed theſe 
girls her own peculiar charge, and the 
improvements they have made, evi- 
dence the attention ſhe hath ſhewn to 
their education. 
"his narrative, ſaid Selima, re- 


ol Fes our negligence, in having ſuf- 
fered Catharine and Eliza to ramble 
about at their diſcretion amongſt the 
peaſants ; we muſt, replied Calſha, be 
more careful of them when we are ſet- 
tled in Siberia? it would grieve me ex- 
ceedingl to be unfaithful to the truſt 
committed to us. | | 
Vol. III. * Crucius 
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Crucius having finiſhed all neceſſary 
buſineſs, they once more ſet forward 
on their journey, The ſeaſon did not 
admit of travelling with the fame ve- 
locity they had done in ſledges upon 
the ſnow. As they approached the 
vikage of Wogultzoi, Selima recol- 
lected the place, and turning to Cru- 
cius, I remember, ſaid ſhe, a very ſin- 
gular character, who was once prieſt 
of this village, and it will beguile the 
tediouſneſs of our journey, to relate to 
you ſome anecdotes concerning him. 
You will greatly oblige us, ſaid Cru- 
cius, we are all attention. 225 
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CWP Wr""- 
THE TRANSFORMATION. 


ROUTSKI was the only ſon of a 
very rich boyard. He was left an 
orphan at ſeventeen, and his inclina- 
tion led him into the army. Before 
he came of age, he had contracted large 
debts by his extravagance, which he 
very honourably diſcharged, as ſoon as 
he was in full poſſeſſion of his eſtates. 
The unavoidable reſtraints of a mili- 
tary life grew unpleaſing to him, and 
it being a time of peace, he had no 
difficulty in aſking leave to reſign his 
commiſſion. After this he Nielded 
himſelf up to the unreſtrained pur- 
ſuits of the moſt expenſive pleaſures. 
There was no poſſibility of extrava- 
gance, but he gave into it, and before 
he was thirty. he had entirely con- 
| "+ ſumed 


52 SIBERIAN ANECDOTES. 
ſumed his vaſt poſſeſſions, and was 
left quite deſtitute, though ſtill highly 
eſteemed: by-his-acquaintance; for in 
the midſt of his diſſipation, his perſon 
was ſo pleaſing,” and his addreſs ſo po- 
lite, that incurring their cenſure, did 
not deprive him of their regard. A- 
mongſt others, my father delighted 
in him, and in his adverſity, EP 
him with much tenderneſs. 
As a proxiſion he accepted a check! 
benefice, through the intereſt of a 
friend. He met with no difficulty 1 in 
obtaining ordination. But in the 
Greek church, it was eſſentialheſhould 
be married before he was inducted into 
his paſtoral office. In dis choice of a 
wife, he ſought not for a woman a- 
greeable to his taſte: having entirely 
diſſipatectchis fortune, t deprived him 
5 of any probability of making a ſuit - 
able union. Hie aſked therefore the 
daughter of a boor, if ſhe could be 


happy to paſs her linwitn him in the 
| ſecluſion 


194 ! & 
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ſecluſion of a country pariſh, as his 
wife, rendering him at the ſame time 
the ſervice of a domeſtic, as ĩt was his 
plan to keep no dther. She readihy 
conſented, and their union was 1 808 
peditiouſly compleatec. 

In their way to Wogultzoi, 3 6 
voured us with the ſight of his bride. 
It is impoſſible for me ever to forget 
the ſtriking contraſt of their appear- 
ance. His perſon: delicate, her's ro- 
buſt and maſculine; His manners 
eaſy and graceful, her's ſuch as be- 
came the daughter of a boor. His 
complexion rather fading, though yet 
very handſome; her's glowing with 
health and vigour, though very coarſe. 
Her arms were red as blood, and her 
ſinews like iron, well ſuited: for the 
ſervitude in which ſhe: was to be em- 
ployed. ; 
_ Kroutfki affured ay! Arches) he was 
—_ to avoid his former profuſe 

h D 3 conduct, 
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conduct, and that he hoped by his 
future care, at laſt to die rich. My 
father ſmiled, and exhorted him to be- 


__ ware» of parſimahy, as nature often 


fwings to oppoſite terms; little ima- 
gining the covetouſneſs, that in his 
penury had taken poſſeſſion of his 
once extravagant friend. After he 
had been married a few years, my fa- 
ther made a journey to ſee him. But 
how was he aſtoniſhed at the meta- 
is of his friend. No appear- 
ance remained of the once elegant 
Kroutſki. His garment was made of 
rough bear-ſkin. His coarſe linnen 
the manufactory of Gloffrow. His 
ſacerdotal veſtments were worn only 
upon public occaſions, and his parſi- 
anz extended even to the not ſhav- 
ing of his beard, unleſs upon ſome of 
the great feſtivals. 44 
He received my father with ths 
n, and let him into the ſecrets of 
| his 
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his domeſtic economy without re- 
ſerve. He made it an eſtabliſhed rule 
never to part with a ducat, which he 
once got into his poſſeſſion, and he 
turned into ſpecie as faſt as poſſible 
the produce of his land. His table 
was ſerved with ſingular frugality. 
Their uſual conſumption in a year was 
a barren cow, and an old ſow paſt 
bearing : theſe ſalted and cured by his 
notable Gloffrow, were hung in a cor- 
ner of his ſmoaky chimney. The fire 
was ſupplied with wood from the 
foreſt. When hunger was importu- 
nate, they cut a lice from their dried 
proviſion, adding the produce of their 
garden, which his own ſpade cultivat- 
ed; and when thirſty, they ſatisfied 
themſelves with pure water. 

He produced to my father a little 
barrel of mead, which had never yet 
been tapped fince they made it in the 
firſt months of their marriage. Glof- 

D 4 - frow 
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frow moſt chearfully acquieſced in this 
excels of œconomy, and counted 
their accumulating treaſures with de- 
ght. Her garments were as coarſe 
as her huſband's, and the produce of 
her own diligent labour. As they 
had no increaſe of family, my father 
exhorted Kroutſki at leaſt to allow 
Himſelf, for the reſpect due to his of- 
fice, a more decent appearance. He 
anſwered, that the peaſants were now 
| Þ accuſtomed to his figure, that it 
Was quite immaterial ; and he aſſured 

Him, he felt greater pleaſure in ſaving 
up his Pittance, than he ever expe- 
rieticed in the diſſipation of his wealth; 
and Gloffrow, faid he, enjoys as much 
as her education gives her any deſire 
for. When he died, he left his wi- 
dow in poſſeſſion of all he had faved, 
which proved equal to the full re- 
venue of his benefice during the whole 
| time he had held it. Very ſhortly 
after 
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after his deceaſe, ſhe married an ar- 
tificer, who indulged her in indolence 
and exceſs, ſo that within two years - 
ſhe died, as was imagined, merely from 
the conſequences of ſuch a change in 
her manner of life. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER 1X. 


- THE ARCHBISHOP. © 


IN ther arrival at Toholſki, they 
received very particular civilities 


from the archbiſhop. He informed 


Crucius of the ſatisfactory accounts 
which he had received of the uſeful 


labours of father Nicholas, whom he 
ordained at Roſen's recommendation. 


The archbiſhop expreſſed his venera- 


tion of the liberal ſentiments of the 


baron, in promoting the real intereſts 


of religion, under the eſtabliſhed forms 


of the Greek church, inſtead of intro- 
ducing needleſs ſehiſms, from bigotry 
to diſcipline, and opinions not eſſential 
to ſalvation. In matters of faith, 


fad the prelate, touching the great 
. after of our pon. all Chriſ- 


tians 
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tians s ſhould be agreed; to err in that 
point is without doubt to periſh ever- 
laſtingly, and ſuch muſt be the portion 

of multitudes in every outward church, 
if they are not actual members of the 
true church militant upon earth, whoſe 

names are written in heaven. 

This right reverend divine was truly 
courteous in his manner. He con- 
gratulated the married pair with great 
politeneſs, and paid peculiar attention 
to the ladies. He enquired very par- 
ticularly after the ſuperior of their 
convent, and mentioned her as a wo- 
man of real piety and enlarged ſen- 
timent. He commended highly her 
diſpoſition of Catharine and Eliza. 
He profeſſed himſelf a friend to the 
expected regulation, reſtraining wo- 
men under fifty years of age from 
en the veil. 

A woman, ſaid the prelate, whoſe 
heart is really devoted to her Creator 
and Redeemer, muſt be a crown of 

=_ Do- glory 
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| glory to her huſband. Let ſuch mar- 
Ty, and become ſhining lights in a 
dark world. And for an ungracious 
woman to Profeſs ſuch a devotion 
of themſelves, is the groſſeſt of hy- 


pPocriſy and fin againſt the Searcher of 


Hearts. I believe a monaſtic life the 
real calling of but very few; I could 
wiſh it entirely free from the conſtraint 
of vows ; that the faithful only might 
yield themſelves continual willing ſa- 
crifices to that high vocation. 

The women were charmed with the 
diſcourſes of the archbiſhop. His ſen- 
timents ſo exactly coincided with the 
ſentiments of their beloved lady ab- 
beſs, that Calſha could not help re- 
gretting, that their high offices for- 
bid an union that appeared ſo ſuitable; 
and in the freedom with which the 
exceſs of his condeſcenſion inſpired 
her, ſhe haſtily whiſpered to Selima 
her wiſhes, that inſtead of a mitre, 
their dear lady abbeſs had been his 
crown of glory. A faint 
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| A faint bluſh overſpread the face 
of the archbiſhop, and Calſha trem- 
bled at the recollection. of her un- 
guarded expreſſion. The converſation 
took a different turn. The ladies re- 
tired for a ſhort time, and the prelate 
invited Crucius to lock at ſome im- 
provements he had lately made near 
his palace. 

He ſtopt ſhort as they were walk- 
ang, and laying his hand upon the 
ſhoulder of Crucius, I am an old man, 
ſaid he, but not yet entirely dead to 
tender ſenſibility. The unexpected 
obſervation Calſha made m a low 
voice to your lady, not only reached 
my ear, but touched every fibre of 
my heart. I loved and was beloved by 
that gracious lady abbeſs forty years 
ago. Never were hearts more faith- 
fully united to each other. If the 
bittereſt and moſt extreme anguiſh 
could have deſtroyed the human frame, 


furely 
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ſurely ſorrow. muſt have long ſince laid 

us filent in the duſt. 

We were companions from our in- 
fancy, and it is difficult to ſay when 
our affections firſt commenced. The 

_ intimacy of our parents gave us con- 
tinual opportunities of being with 
each other, and as we advanced in age, 
every one but thoſe who ſhould moſt 

have obſerved. us, perceived our 

growing attachment. It became a 

matter of converſation, and ſeveral 
friends mentioned it to each of our 
families. 

Il was the IA "MX of the count 

my father, and my portion ſmall. 
But his views for me were ambitious, 

and an early marriage interfered with 
his plan. He denied the attachment, 


and teſtified publicly his diſapprobation 


of the connection. 

I. ue baron, her father, was ſtung 
with reſentment. Not that he ap- 

| owe of ſuch an alliance; the por- 

| tion 
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tion he could give his daughter, 
tituled her to a better marriage; 
but he could not bear the ap- 
pearance of contempt from my fa- 
ther. There were blots in each of 
our families, and reflections were mu- 
tually caſt without reſerve. There 
wanted not officious perſons to carry 
backward and forward the aſperities 
expreſſed; and from coolneſs and diſ- 
guſt, ſoon ſprung the moſt inveterate 
enmity to each other. All intercourſe 
ſubſided, and then we firſt diſcovered 
how much we loved: - Contrary to 


| abſolute commands, we continued to 


procure interviews. But they were 
ſoon interrupted ; and to prevent all 
poſſibility of intercourſe, I was ſent | 
to a diſtant province, and ſhe was 
placed by her parents in a convent: 
Separation did not diſunite us; we 
endured the torment of - abſence, and 
hved only in the poſſibility of hope, 
that we ſhould meet again. 11 
1 


STBERTAN ANECDOTES. 


64 
I was deprived of any means of 
conveying intelligence to her- for 
more than a year and a half; when 

the friendſhip of one of my bro- 
chers informed me where ſhe was 
placed. I reſolved at the hazard of 
every thing, to endeavour to ſee her, 
and perſuade her to conſent to a pri- 
vate marriage with me. I haſtened to 
Peterſburgh, and having wrote a letter, 
I went to the convent, hoping to bribe 
its ſafe conveyance to her. But alas! 
what'a wound did I receive, when I 
was told ſhe had taken thevail two days 

before my arrival. I dropped the let- 
ter from my hands, and fell ſenſeleſs 

upon the floor, and knew nothing 

further till F found myſelf in a ſtate 

of great weakneſs, lying in a ſtrange 
bed, and attended by ſtrange perſons. 
Ie ſource of my miſery occurred 
inſtantly to my mind, and a providen- 
tial ſhower of tears, J verily believe in 
that inſtant, * my ſenſes. I 


found 
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found afterwards that I had lain there 
ſeveral days. 

The letter I had ny: by the im- 

prudent friendſhip of a young pen- 
ſioner, was conveyed to the unhappy 
victim, and reduced her to as acute a 
ſtate of anguiſh as my own. 
They had carried me from the par- 
lour of the convent into lodgings.. It 
was diſcovered by my letter who I was, 
and no care was neglected for my re- 
covery. Before I was able to be moved, 
my family were apprized of my. ſitua» 
tion, and my father came to me, and 
treated me- with all- poſſible tenderneſs 
and affection, but it was not in his 
power to give balm to my bleeding 
heart. Time only leſſened the poig- 
nancy of my ſufferings. 

By means of the young penſioner, 
after ſome weeks, I received this letter, 
which hath been my conſtant com- 
panion for forty years, and a filent 
witneſs to my many thouſand prayers. 

and 
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and tears. I have endeavoured to fol- 
low its dictates, and in ſome points 
have done ſo literally ; ; but on any op- 
portunity that occurs, which hath not 
been frequently, it gives me conſolation 
to hear of her; and never yet hath ſhe 
been mentioned, but with the higheſt 
veneration and reſpect by de who know 
_— 
The good prelate put a handkerchief 
to his eyes, and turning back, ſaid, I 
will haſten to enquire after your lady, 
follow me at your leiſure. Crucius 
was tenderly affected at perceivin g the 
ſtrong emotion this narration had ex- 
cited in the archbiſhop. Before he 
joined them, he 1 8 the Rs and 
read: . 
“Nothing but the ſolemn aſſurances 
from my parents, that the kind hand 
of death had ſoothed all your griefs, 
e could ever have induced me, by a 
« yoluntary act, to break my plighted 
"0 VOWS, and render the conſum ma- 


0 tion | 
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« tion of our union impoſſible. What 
is paſt cannot” be 'reverſed. _— 
and wiſdom now command ſubmiſ- 
« ſion to our deſtiny. From the preſ- 
« ſing offer of an immediate mar- 
« riage I had no alternative but a 
« cloyſter; moſt thankfully I em- 
« braced the latter, and after my year 
ce of probation, I was profeſſed two 
« days before your letter evidenced the 
« perfidy of 'my parents, and the ex- 
e treme bitterneſs of my lot. | 
To derive good from this ap- 
e parent evil is all that now remains. 
May he that dwelleth in the heavens, 
« who hath been witneſs to the ſin- 
« cerity of our affection, be witneſs 
© alſo to our unfeigned ſubmiſſion to 
his holy will concerning us; and 
* may our ſouls be for ever united in 
* his pure love! as you value my fu- 
ture repoſe make no reply to this, 
* nor ever again deſire intercourſe 
* with me upon earth. And as you 
value 
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value your own, make no inquiries 
* after me, nor ſeck to cheriſh, the 
*- remembrance of me, but as of one 
now dead to all ſublunary enjoy- 
< ments, who,. whilſt ſhe ods lived. 
only for you.“ | 
Crucius dropt a tear of tender ſen- 
ſibility, and ſlipped the letter privately 
into the archbiſhop's hand. Their bag- 
gage being ready, they embarked at 
-Toboliki,, for the port of , Dolonika, 
after having engaged from the prelate, 
a. promiſe of his favouring them with 
the honour. of his company, the. firſt 
tune een into in * 
ert. n 1224 
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CHAPTER x. 


* 


TE VOYAGE. vo] 
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'S'they failed up the Irtiſn, Cru- 

cius communicated the affect- 

ing roche with which the archbithop 
had favoured him; it excited compaf- 
ſion even in the hearts of Carharine 
and Eliza, who were as yet entire 
ſtrangers in their own bofoms to a 
emotions of love. The ſympatheric' 
tear flowed from the eyes of Selima, 
mingled with thoſe of gratitude, when' 
ſhe reflected on the happy reverſe of 
her own” fate. Calfha execrated the 
vows that * ſeparated” ſuch virtuous 
lovers, and on gladly have con- 
ſumed her own life in a dungeon, 
could the ne" ſecured their om papel 
—_— 2 1 
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Nothing material occurred the firſt 
month, their time glided away inſen- 
ſibly, and though they were in this 
ſtate of confinement, the days appeared 
ſhort to them. | 

They were delighted with the wild- 
neſs and beauty of the country, on the 
banks of the Irtiſh. As they drew 
near to the port of Dolonſka, Selima 
began to enquire, with ſome ſolicitude, 
particulars of the lady of baron Roſen. 
So. far as her own comfort was con- 
cerned, ſhe felt conſcious ſne could 
be quite ſatisfied without any ſocial 
intercourſe, out of her own family, 
but the friendſhip and intimacy of the 
| barons, rendered it eſſential to their 
comfort, that the ladies ſhould be 

mutually agreeable to each other. 

Crucius aſſured her he was confident 

that ſhe would be united. to Eloiſa, in 

| ſtronger | bonds than mere civility ; 

your minds, faid he, are formed har- 

moniouſly, and I expect you will en- 

Joy. refined pleafure in her friendſhip. 
Eloiſa 
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Eloiſa is unpractiſed in the deceit and 
flattery of the poliſhed world; her 
retired education ſecured her from ſuch 
guile; but ſhe hath a native elegance 
and ſimplicity of manners, her mind, 
under the culture of my friend, well 
improved, and ſuch a tender ſenſibi- 
lity, that I am certain muſt endear 
her to you, | 
The wife of father Nicholas: will 
alſo charm you, tho' quite in a diffe- 
rent ſtile. Magdalen hath received no 
advantages of education; ſhe was one 
of the many daughters of a wealthy 
prieſt, who formed no higher views 
for them, than their marriage with 
ſome wealthy burgher, thinking all he 
could accumulate too little for his only 
ſon; death removed this darling, and 
the ſubſtance was divided amongſt his 
daughters. | 
Father Nicholas ſought hes for his 
wife, from the accounts he heard: of 
her exemplary piety; and he hath; 
ut . proved 
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proved by happy experience, that the 
teſtimony was juſt. Strong natural 
ſenſe ſupplies her deficiency of educa- 
tion; and native courteſy of manners 
the want of ſtudied politenefs. Mag- 
dalen is deftitute of exquiſite ſenſibi- 
lity, but the genuine benevolence of 
her heart, never makes any perſon a 
| ſufferer by it; ſhe is fincere even to 
bluntneſs ; if ſhe wounds, you feel 
the fidelity of her friendſhip, and there 
is precious balm in her freeſt rebukes. 

Her houſe is a palace of neatneſs; 
and plenty, void of luxury, covers 
her hoſpitable board. She is truly in 
every reſpect a pattern of domeſtic 
czconomy and excellence. 

Selima was delighted with the de- 
ſcription Crucius had given her. They 
were now within a few days fail of Do- 
lonſka, and ſhe began to feel a pleafing 
impatience. to -be introduced to theſe 
amiable perſons, and ſee the ſpot of 
7 FRIES reſidence. © - - 


3 


They 


They were upon deck, ſtretching 
their eyes towards the deſired haven, 
when a veſſel appeared at ſome diſ- 


tance, which ſeemed to bear down 2 


upon them. An alarm was ſpread, 
that it belonged-to a band of pirates, 
and inſtant preparation was made for 
ſtanding upon their defence. Such 
it really proved; the women were 
haſtened into a place of ſafety, and 
the pirates ſteering up to their bark, 
poured in a. briſk fire, and a ſharp 
engagement enſued. ; 

Long was the victory dubious, and 
as painful the ſuſpence and terror of 
thoſe whoſe ears could not be ſecured 
from the horrid din of war. Selima 
ſuffered the utmoſt inquietude for the 
ſafety of her huſband, and to have 
ſecured that, would gladly have ſur- 
rendered up all their treaſures with- 
out making any reſiſtance. At length 
the pirates made an effort to board 
them, and the captain ſprang from 

Vo. III. E >. „ 
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his own veſſel upon their deck. At the 
mſtant others were attempting to fol- 
low him, the veſſels were by a ſudden 
ſquall of wind, diſengaged from each 
other. The pirates ſuſpended the at- 
tack, and failing off to a little diſtance, 
after a few minutes deliberation, they 
put before the wind, and ſheered off 
with incredible ſwiftneſs, leaving their 
captain a priſoner on board the bark. 
The firft moment of ſafety Crucius 
haftened to reheve the fears of Sehma, 
and inform her, that the captain of the 
pirates remained their prifoner. He 
was a man of pleaſing appearance, 
and behaved with fortitude under this 
unexpected ' captivity. But when he 
Heard, that they were bound for the 
port of Dolonſka, he evidenced the 
ftrongeft emotions of grief. Were I 
there only to meet ignominy and death, 
faid he, all places would be equally wel- 
come, for I am weary of a life, pol- 
Tated: with — ſo unbecoming my 
g | natural 


— — 


that theſe, mighty waters would open 
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natural connections; but in that 
place, my diſgrace muſt add freſh af- 
fliction to the many. I have already 
occaſioned to the kindeſt of parents ; 

if peradventure, my indiſcretions have 
not already brought down his grey 


hairs. with ſorrow to the grave. Oh 


their benevolent waves, and hide me 
from the anguiſh I muſt endure by 
thus compleating the mier of my 
aged father. ky, L : 
Crucius 1 the 8 
he could not alleviate, and treated the - 
Unhappy priſonerwith the ono hu- | 
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THE ARRIVAL. 


OUR * Gal brought then in 
© fight” of the . fortreſs. They 


Handed ſafely in the evening, and were 
received by baron Roſen and his lady, 


with the moſt cordial tenderneſs and 


affection. Selima was ſtruck with the 
eaſe and elegance of the deportment 
of Eloiſa, and felt inſtantly a power- 
ful attraction towards her, an earneſt 
of the friendſhip that ſubſiſted ever 
afterwards inviolably between them. 
_ Crucius introduced Calſha, Catharine, 
and Eliza, as the friends of Selima, and 
little Baſil as a ward committed to his 
care. Father Nicholas came with 
| Magdalen, to welcome the party juſt 
arrived. The cordiality of her notice, 


and the * contour of her figure, 
anſwered 
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anſwered the idea Selima had formed 
from the deſeription which Crucius 
had given; and ſhe felt that reverence 
and love for this reſpectable matron, 
which never abated. 
Romanzoff, the venerable old go- 
vernor of the fort of Dolonſka, de- 
layed not to pay his reſpects at the 
caſtle. He had been one of the 
braveſt warriors of his day, and 
though broken by age and diſeaſe, and 
unable to move without ſupport, his 
ruddy . countenance ſtill evidenced his 
native vigour ; the crown of his head 
and temples were quite bald, though 
from a. lower circle his filver locks 
flowed in ringlets upon his manly 
ſhoulders, and he exhibited in his whole 
figure, an air military and majeſtic. 
The unexpected politeneſs. of his con- 
gratulations, and the nobility of his 
addreſs, charmed Selima. 
As there was no lady at the fort, 
Crucius had not mentioned Roman- 
E 3 20ff 
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zoff particularly to her, though he 
efteemed him very highly. After din- 


ner the converſation turned upon the 
engagement they had ſuſtained with the 


pirates, and the ſtrange circumſtance 
that had left the captain a priſoner 
on board their bark. As Crucius 
was deſcribing the agony and diſtreſs 
he had expreſſed, upon diſcovering 
that they were bound to the port of 


Dolonſxa, leaſt he ſhould heap af. 
fliction on his aged father, Romiati- 


zoff made an effort to riſe, and in- 
ſtantly ſunk back into his chair, agt- 

tated and trembling exceedingly. 
Every eye was turned towards him. 
Roſen and Crucius haftened to ſupport 
him, he ſunk ſenſeleſs in their arms. 
The family were alarmed; they con- 
veyed him to a ſofa; the ſpring of 
life was ſoon again in motion, he 
opened his eyes, and fixing them on 
Roſen, he burft into a flood of tears, 
= pathetically exclaimed, it is Ro- 
manzoff 


* 
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mianzoff ! my ſon | his ſpeech failed; a 
paralytic ſeizure deprived him of mo- 
tion; but he retained his ſenſes, and the 
tears flowed filently from his eyes lift- 
ed up to heaven. Crucius haſtened 
to the prifoner. He heard the ſitua- 
tion of his father, and ſunk into an 
agony, which inſtantly deprived him 
of his reaſon, He returned to the 
caſtle, His expreſſive ſilence con- 
firmed the fears of Romanzoff, cer- 
tainty gave force to the violence of 
his diſorder, and brought on a re- 
peated ſtroke. They conveyed him 
into a warm bed. He languiſnhed 
through the night, and expired the 
next morning, ſurrounded by the af- 
flicted family. An awful ſilence pre- 
vailed for ſome minutes, as they 
gazed upon his venerable remains; 
then haſtening from the apartment, 
each gave way freely to the tender 
emotions which this affecting provi- 
W irreſiſtibly excited. ; 2 

4 . 
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In a few days, the remains of the 


To venerable governor were interred with 
all due military honours. The whole 
family Joined the proceſſion from the 


caſtle to the cemetery. The vil- 


lagers followed. Every heart was 


penetrated with concern, and vibrated 


to the ſolemn ſound of martial ob- 
ſequies. The remains of this noble 
veteran being depoſited in his parent 
earth, the unhappy ſon engaged their 
firſt concern. A violent fever, attend- 


ed with conſtant delirium, for ſome 


days, ſeemed to threaten his life. But 
providentially the criſis was favour- 
able. His reaſon returned, and with 
it the deepeſt remorſe and anguiſh. 
They prudently concealed from him 
for a while his father's death. But 


when they at laſt tenderly reſolved 
his anxious enquiries, his anguiſh was 


_ poignant, he appeared inconſolable. 


Upbraiding himſelf without ceaſing 
as _ cauſe of his death, and lament- 


ing 
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ing with bitterneſs, that he had been 
deprived of aſking forgiveneſs at his 
feet, and ready to abandon himſelf to 
deſpair of the divine mercy. 
| Roſen endeavoured to pour the balm 
of hope into a heart overwhelmed 
with horror and diſmay, He feared 
the conſequences might be fatal. He - 
ſy ggeſted every argument, which the 
ſacred writings afforded, with the af- 
toniſhingly remarkable examples.there 
recorded of the moſt heinous crimi- 
nals . reſtored to the divine favour. 
He urged him to turn his eyes to the 
great author of -all mercies, God in- 
carnate, who. prayed for his murder- 
ers on the very croſs to which they 
had nailed hum; and as an evidence of 
his ability and readineſs to ſave to the 
uttermoſt, received into the arms of 
his compaſſion one of the vileſt of 
mankind, ſuffering under the moſt 
complicated crimes at his ſide. Theſe: 
truths repeated, enforced with all the 
E 5 tenderneſs 
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ſupported the fainting ſpirit of the 
deſpairing Romanzoff. An happy 
and aſtoniſhing change ſucceeded. He 
Was reſtored to liberty, and admitted 
into friendly converſe with theſe noble 
gwedes. In their company he be- 
came transformed into another man. 
His manners were becoming his birth, 
and his converſation added an agreea- 
Me acquiſition to their ſociety. But 
| he never loſt: ſight of his paſt un- 
worthy condition and always men- 
tioned it with conſcious ſhame and 
One evening as Romanzoff, accord- 
ing to his uſual cuſtom, whenever 
the diſeourſe led to his former conduct, 
was reflecting with bitterneſs on his 
paſt wickedneſs, the barons expreſſed 


2 curioſity to be more ov. pre 
OI 
It 
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It n a deep ſigh from his 
heart, and pauſing a moment, he be- 
gan the * relation. 


THE LIFE OF ROMAN Z Opr. 


FTVHO! the remembrance of many 

1 of the horrid ſcenes which I have 
paſſed through, is at preſent to me 
bitter as death, yet as far as my me- 
mory reaches, I ſhall have no difficulty 

to relate the circumſtances of a life, . 
hich bath been as miſerable as pro- 
fligate; indeed, miſery and profligacy 
are inſeparable; the ſhadow follows 
not the body more cloſely, than wretch- 
edneſs a departure from the paths of 
virtue; and though in the moment of 
intoxication, the ſting may not be felt, 
the latent poiſon penetrates the con- 
ſtitution, and the fatal effects break 
world uſually the ſeourge of wrath; an 

earneſt of the -more tremendous. pu- 
MS niſhments 


* 
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niſhments which await the impenitent 
in eternity. Would to God that my 
example might be a warning to others, 
who madly purſue the ſame fatal paths 
of vice and immoralityj! ! 

Tho' the days of my life have not 


been many, the miſeries of them have 
been accumulated; and I muſt con- 


feſs, no more than my iniquities de- 


ſerved : they began with my earlieſt 
_ infancy, and have gone on increaſing 
in progreſſion almoſt to the preſent 


hour; happy for me will it be, if thro 
divine mercy, they have found at laſt 


ttmeir period! 


" Twas born at Moſcow ; my mother's 
origin was noble as my father s, whom 


you knew ; the rememnbrance of it 


juffly reproaches me: my ſpirit was 
from , ipfaticy” impetuous and head- 
ſtrong, and being an only child, my 


father oſten abſent on ſervice, and my 


mother too fond and too indul gent, 


15 TORE W ever corrected ; paſſion 


acquired 
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acquired force by habit, and I grew 
up in the exerciſe of the moſt violent 
fallies of anger, whenever my will was 

' attempted to be croſſed, or my deſires 
diſappointed. | I was averſe to learn- 
ing, and reſiſted every effort to inſtruct 
me in the firſt elements of knowledge; 
ſo that at twelve years old, I ſcarce 
knew my letters. How many miſe- 
ries do parents make for their chil- 
dren, as well as themſelves, by their 
fogſiſn fondneſs and Wr en in- 
dulgenice | 
My father returning after the war, 
to ſettle with his family at Moſcow; 
was not a little chagrined, (partial, 
and exceſſively fond as he was of me) 
to find me ſo totally unimproved; eſ- 
pecially as it was evident, that I was 
not at all deficient in capacity. He 
therefore preſſed my mother to conſent, 
that I ſhould be placed in ſome good ; 
chool, as he nn eber was im- 
ö n IL poſſible 
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poſſible to make any thing of me at 
With much reluctance my mother 
5 at laſt conſented, and I was removed 
from the houſe of indulgence, into 
the. dominion and tuition” of Mr. 
Gruffman, a German. 
_ : He was a man ſingular in his ap- 
pearance and qualities; low of ſtature; 
dark in complexion; very fat; wore 
a vaſt black peruke ; and endeavour- | 
ed, by the ſeverity of his aſpect, and 
the agility of his arm, to impreſs 
that reverence for his authority, to 


+; which the unhappy conformation of 


. hour efteem it. 


his ſigure could never entitle him. 
Under him I entered the porch of li- 

heavy ſetvitude, for ſuch I do to this 

J think one of the 


antients menitions- the ſchool} boy's 
happy: days; and I have often heard 
their ſtate void of care, fpoken of with 
.enNVY 3 
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envy; but in my idea, a life of con- 
ſtant fear, confinement, and taſk, en- 
forced by the uplifted arm of an in- 
ſolent, and often capricious peda 
gogue, is to many, as it was to my- 
ſelf, a life of real miſery. Io] my 
temper was impetuous, and impa - 
tient of controul, but I am ſure there 
was much in my maſter of tyranny 
and unfeelingneſs. He ſeemed to de- 
light in exerciſing his power to puniſh, 
and IT often brought down 1 


ſelf the vengeance of his rod. 


In vain J complained; admins 


opportunities when I ſaw my father, 


for my mother died ſoon after we 
parted. My maſter had his ear, and 
was fure to prevail. I was abandoned 


therefore to his tyranny, and for 


eee ee 


out redreſs 


Though 5 aa doubt, ein juſtly: 


provoked: the aſh of correction, yet 
can I not, but as an advocate for hu- 
manity, 
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manity, ſtill plead the cauſe of the 
helpleſs. The neceſſary reftraints and 
attentions required in education, are 
of themſelves ſufficiently irkſome; and 
therefore the gentleſt means, and 
every encouragement need be em- 
ployed to engage aſſiduity; and if 
correction be neceſſary, as no doubt 
it ſometimes muſt, it ſnould be mixed 
with the reluctant tenderneſs of a fa- 
ther, and the kind expoſtulations of 
a friend; and not be inflicted with the 
countenance of a ſiend, and the laſh 
of an Egyptian taſł· maſte...¶ 
At fifteen my ſpirit, which had of- 
ten before rebelled in ſecret, would 
ſubmit no longer. I determined at 
all events to eſeape from the houſe of 
my priſon; and my reſentment for 
paſt ill uſage quickened my invention, 
to take ſome revenge on my tyrannical 
mater. 2365; wh of 4: 1 a1 rr 4 
Mr. Gruffman entertained the higheſt 


— his om abilities, and eſteem- 
1 2 : | . ing 
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ing himſelf the perfect pattern of a pe- 
dagogue, he had determined to bleſs 
mankind with the moſt compleat and 
admirable treatiſe on education, which 
had ever appeared, formed on his own-. 
model. He had for ſeveral years em- 
ployed himſelf in this work, and 
having nearly perfected his deſign, he 
had turned his thoughts to the dedi- 
cation, and was ranſacking all the 
iſſimus 's of the Dictionary, to adorn 
his patron, and draw down his _ 
on himſelf. 
As the copy of the he TD 
went daily emendations and correcti - 
ons, he carried it continually ſtuck 
in the boſom of his plaid night-gown, 
which he wore in the morning, girt 
with a ſaſh, and liberally powdered 
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with ſnuff, of which he took a an im- 
moderate quantity. 

As he regularly e 2 Ws 
breakfaſt, a certain convenience in 
hs co as whither his treatiſe always- 

| accompanied 
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accompanied him, and referved a par- 
ticular part of the building for his 
own uſe, J one evening ſtole the key, 
which hung on a nail, and having 
procured a ſaw, divided the ſeat, and. 
part of the floor, except a ſmall por- 
tion of the boards, juſt ſufficient to 
ſupport their own weight, filling the 
Une of diviſion with bees- wax, dirty 
zs the colour of the ſeat. 
I waited; with impatiente the-next 
moming, the reſult of this ſcheme; 
and with malignant pleaſure ſaw Mr. 
Gruffman, as uſual, after breakfaſt, 
walking down the garden with the ad- 
mixed treatiſe in his hand, and his 
 brow- marked with: wiſdom and felf- 
importance as he read. He unlocked. 
the door, and making the uſual pre- 
pPaxations, he no ſooner turned his 
ponderous corpſe to the ſeat of cale, 
than crack. went the floor, and down 
_ ruſhed the _ and its bur- 


— 
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A ery. of qiſtreſs alarmed the fa- 
mily; the repeated vociferations led 
them by the ſound to the little tem- 
ple. The ſervants, the boys ran to- 
gether in a fright, and opening the 
door, diſcovered the e al f n 
tacle. 

The pit n been pretty lids 
rally repleniſhed; and the weight of 
Gruffman diſpoſing him to a mar- 
vellous alacrity at ſinking, his head 
only appeared above tlie floating mix-- 
ture. His wig had fallen off; and his 
ſtruggles to ſave himſelf from ſuffo- 
cation had buried it; and the unfor- 
tunate treatiſe, deep beneath the un- 
ſeemly maſs which ſurrounded him. 
A rope was ſent for, and being drag- 
ged to the light, he exhibited a ſpecs: 
taele laughable beyond deſcription. 
HFis dark face, where viſible; bore 
a mixture of fright and fury; and his 
night gown girt up, having received. 
Unto T a large quantity; of the 
x contents 
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contents of the vault, they diſcharged 


themſelves in copious ſtreams into his: 


breeches, which hung overflowin g at 


his heels. 
The war of 15 wig was af- 
AiRing, but the loſs of his treatiſe 
overwhelmed him with anguiſh. In 


vain they endeavoured to recover the 
leaves by emptying the place; the wet, 
. and plunging of the unhappy author, 
had ſo torn and defaced what could 
be found, that RI! was ir- 


reparably demoliſhed. - ; 


of water, reftoxed-the unfortunate pe- 


| dagogue to his priſtine form but the 
grief for his diſgrace, the loſs of his 


treatiſe, and rage at diſcovering the 


marks of the ſaw, which proved, that 
deſign, not accident, had occaſioned 
this cataſtrophe, threw: him into a 

temporary fever, which confined * 


for ſome days to his bed; where he 
lay ing vengeance on the 


221109 author 
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author of his calamity, not doubting 
but he! ſhould, through fear or cun⸗ 
ning, extort a diſcovery. 5 
The conſciouſneſs thas I might 
probably be found out, and the-af- 
ſured inexorable puniſhment which 
| would follow, determined me, when 
the evening drew on, to decamp, and 
put in execution the ſcheme I had re- 
ſolved on, to bid am eternal farewel to 
the houſe of my captivity. I walked 
off unnoticed in the duſk of the even- 
ing, and it being about ſeven miles to 
my father's houſe, renew 
was gone up ſtairs to bed. 
Ixan to his room, and hivings gain- 
ed admittance, I fell on my knees, 
he had heard me. I gave him a full 
and true account of the miſeries which 
1 had undergone, and concealed not 
"the 1 an r ne 
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Thob he had ſome difficulty to re- 
Arain-the-iiibility of his muſcles, he 
put on a frown-of diſpleaſure, - and 
<chid-me ſeverely for my conduct; im- 
-puting the ſeuerities, of which I com- 
plained, to the untowardneis of my 
aiſpoſition and behaviour. I begged 
and entreated I might not be compelled 
to return; I told him, any ſuffering 
could be. more: deſirable; to me, and 
Promiſed that L would: do my utmoſt 
J to pleaſe him in any other diſpoſition 
bof me, which he ſhould think fit to 
Wake. He ordered me to bed, and 
aid he would conſider of that matter; 
hut that I Was. a very vricked boy, to 
gainſt authority, and made him fear- 
ful in xihat ſo refractory a ſpirit would 
rend. lin S413 0 900048 £6837 4 13 
_ 26m red a ſervant with 


eee ee eee eee 
From his bed, but with a violence that 
dLonfirmed my father in his reſolution 


of 
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of not compelling me to return to him 
again. He would not, however, ſce 
me till after dinner, when the cloth 
being removed, I was called in, a 
trembling culprit, to hear my doom. 

, Romanzoff, ſaid he, you de- 
«ſerve my molt ſevere rebukes, but 


< this once Iwill treat you with pa- 
«ternal partiality 3 you ſtall not re- 


turn to the ſchool; let mo ſee hat 


. your diligence will bein qualifying 


«« yourſelf for a compting-houſe; I 

< ſhall engage a maſter! for the next 
— — you daily at home, 
and teach you the method of-book- 
ſe keeping and figures} and in the mean 
. 5 I wall conſult a friend of mine 
5 I thanked him, with 
tears in my eyes, and ſolemnly aſ- 
«ſured him, that my diligenee and 


attention ſhould; prevent him from 


<. regretting 8 be had men 
* 


1 indeed 
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Ii indeed applied myſelf to the work, 


and being free from the terrors of the 


rod, and, under my father's eye, my 


progreſs was conſiderable. At the end 
of the year, he called me one day into 
his ſtudy; Romanzoff, ſaid he, you are 
now at a time of life capable of rea- 


ſoning, and therefore, though I might 


deal with you as a child, without con- 


ulting your inclinations, yet I wiſh to 


engage your choice reſpecting the pro- 


feſſion Which I have to propoſe to 
vou. The life of a ſoldier, though 


{tempting to a youth, who fees us on 
the parade in the ſplendor of dreſs and 
OM ad, chath innumerable” diſ- 


5 agrecable attendants... For not only 


is the trade of war horrid in itſelf, 


but the; ſervice. is expoſed to many 
_ -hardfhips} and the reward in gene- 


ixal very--itiadequate to the toil and 


danger. The expences neceſſary to 
maintain out appearance, are uſually 


greater Is nh and 
boden 1 | Om 
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even with œconomy, leave us but in 
ſplendid poverty. We are ſeldom able 
to accumulate any conſiderable portion 
for a family, and are either cut off 
from the comforts of domeſtic feli- 
city, or compelled to leave a helpleſs 
offspring in an inhoſpitable world. 
Theſe conſiderations have determined 
me to prefer the line of buſineſs for 
you, to the profeflion of the ſword. 
The little I can and thay be able to 
afford you, will ſuffice for a begin- 
ning in the world, and induſtry and 
attention will ſoon enable you to in- 
creaſe it. With much leſs difficulties 

than I have ſtruggled. with, you may 
accumulate an eaſy fortune, and leave 

a better proviſion to ar poſterity, | 
than you can hope to receive from a 
| ſoldier. * | 
I teſtified my hearty acquilcence. Fi 
the choice which he had made for me, 
and aſſured him, I would er 
Vox. III. x i d e 
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in all things to be directed by his 
counſels. _ 

I was ſoon equipped for my re- 
moval; and, after an agreeable jour- 
I "ney; - was received cordially by my 
father's friend at Peterſburgh, - and 
placed in a great houſe of buſineſs, 
with a number of clerks engaged in 
the ſervice of the ſame maſter. 

As all places of general reſort, and 

great cities eſpecially, are uſually the 
moſt corrupted, Peterſburgh to me 
: Was no ſchool of virtue. 

My maſter was about fifty, a man 
of no religion, and never troubled 
himſelf about the morals of thoſe 
committed to his care; provided they 
paid attention to buſineſs, he examined 
no farther. Here to my ſhame I was 
early initiated into the practice of vice; 
"and though I was kept pretty cloſe to 
the ecounting-houſe, there were inter- 
vals when we were at full liberty to 
indulge ourſelves as we pleaſed. I 

" am 


co 
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am aſhamed to mention the particu- 
lars, as they are too common and too 
degrading to bear repetition. But af- 
ter two years, during which my maſter 
had treated me, for my father's ſake, 
with great civility, an event happened, 
the fatal effects of which I ſhall ever 
feel. 1 | 
ö In great good humour, © Roman- 

« zoff,” faid he, one Saturday, when 
- buſineſs was ended, © you ſhall go 
e with me down the Neva to my villa 
« till Tueſday, when the poſt will call 
© me back to the city; you have never 
< been there.” | 
I thanked him for the civility, and 
profeſſed my readineſs to accompany 
him. The boat was waiting, and we 
failed down that beautiful river ſome 
miles, and landed near a very neat 
. houfe, with a lawn ſtretching to the 
water's brink, in full view of all the 
veſſels conſtantly ſailing between Cron- 


ſtadt and the metropolis. 
F 2 De Couſin,” 


- * 
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“ Coufin,” (ſaid he, introducuig me 
to a lady about five and twenty) © I 
have brought a ſon of Colonel Ro- 
te manzoff, my friend, to ſpend a day 
or two with you, and I dare ſay he 
ce will be a welcome vifitant.” She 
ſmiled very courteouſly upon me, and 
ſaid, © ſhe was always happy to 
receive his friends.” We walked 
about after dinner, and chatted the 
afternoon ain in great good hu- 
mour. 
I had heard among the clerks, that 
my maſter, under pretence of kind- 
neſs to a diſtant relation, in fact kept 
this lady as his miſtreſs; and though 
they managed matters ſo, as not 
groſsly to offend the laws of decency, 


it was ſhrewdly ſuſpected that their 


intercourſe was too familiar. 

Il ſpent a very pleaſant day or two 
at the villa; and as I ſtudied to render 
myſelf agrecable, by every attention 
and aſſiduity, I ſucceeded to my 
3 __ wiſhes, 
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wiſhes, and was afterwards often in 
my maſter's party into the country. 

But it was not long ere I perceived 
that I had gained more than. the fa- 
vour of my maſter. His couſin had 
taken occaſion to caſt, unperceived by 
him, an eye towards me, which con- 
veyed a meaning I could not but ob- 
ſerve; and when my maſter was not 
with us, by degrees ſuch an under- 
ſtanding took place, as terminated in a 
connexion, which proved to me the 
fource of unſpeakable bitterneſs. 

She was agreeable in her perſon— 
warm in her temper—endued with 
ſingular cunning—and fertile in re- 
ſources to accompliſh every purpoſe of 
her heart. I was young, thoughtleſs, 
unprincipled, (for I had long fince 
forgotten my father's admonitions) 
flattered by her notice, and very ready 
to bound as a ſtag, into the toils which 
ſhe had ſpread for me. 

3 T mae 
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Tutored by her, in ſome private in- 
terviews, which we ſtole unperceived, 
1 was taught to diſſemble, and to ob- 
ſerve in 3 and in my maſter's 
preſence, the moſt reſpectful diſtance. 
At night a ſecret ſignal ſummoned me 
to occupy the -place my maſter had 
quitted ; for though their apartments 
were acceſſible to each other by a pri- 
vate door, they never openly flept to- 
gether ; and aſtoniſhing it was, that 
though often within a hair's breadth 

of diſcovery, we managed for two 
years ſucceſlively- this criminal inter- 
courſe unſuſpected. 
As my maſter was profuſely libe- | 
ral to her, ſhe delighted toſhare with 
me the ſpoil, and hereby enabled me 
to be very expenſive at his coſt, whilſt 
I pretended to receive the remittances 
from my father. | 
Blut as no fortune can long bear the 
fatal deſolations of women or gam- 


ing, my matter J extravagance to his 
miſtreſs, 
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miſtreſs, ſeconded by ſome heavy fines, 
levied on him for ſmuggling practices, 
in which he had been detected, re- 
duced him to bankruptcy ; and to the 
aſtoniſhment of thoſe who were not in 
the ſecret, he failed for the. ſum of 
three hundred thouſand rubles. | 
The unexpected tidings of my maſ- 
ter's failure, which I took care in- 
ſtantly to convey, no ſooner reached 
the ears of Haraden, (for that was the 
name of this vile woman) than ſhe | 
haſtily packed up her jewels, with 
what plate and valuables ſhe could 
convey away with her, and quitted the 
villa for private lodgings in Peterſ- 
burgh. My maſter, the night fol- 
lowing, ſtole down ſecretly to her, in 
hopes to prevail with her to accompany 
him in his intended flight, and ſhare 
with him the valuable preſents which 
he had made her in his proſperity; 
but he found the bird was flown, and 
himſelf abandoned to the fruits of his 
| 95 7 F 4 own 
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own folly and lewdneſs. To eſcape 
the horrors of a priſon, into which he 
expected to be caſt by his juſtly in- 
cenſed creditors, he ſhipped himſelf 
for Hamburgh, where proſcribed, de- 
ſpiſed, neglected, he died not long 
after in the utmoſt indigence and diſ- 
treſs. How aſtoniſhing muſt the in- 
fatuation of vice be, that with ſuch 
ſtriking examples in our view, we re- 
fuſe to be warned, and madly foliow 
the fame fatal path that leadeth down 
to deſtruction 

My father, whom I had continued 
to deceive with the. moſt ſpecious 
profeſſions, no ſooner heard of my 
maſter's calamity, than he hurried to 

Peterſburgh; and as I was not yet 


qualified for buſineſs, he placed me 


for the remainder of the term, with 
another merchant of reputation, who 
was much employed as a factor by a 
capital houſe at Amſterdam. 


My 
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My new maſter was a little; lank, 
meagre, ſhrivelled, Jew-looking man; 
very atttentive to buſineſs ; his pen 
all the morning ſtuck under his wig ; 
punctual in his tranſactions; his re- 
putation fair; and his houſe in great 
credit. This was the outſide of 
Skrimkelow ; but his real character 
differed much, as is too often the caſe, 
from that which he affected. Inte- 
reſted, avaricious, mean, ſordid, he 
lived only to accumulate wealth, ex- 
cept when his letchery, inſatiate as his 
avarice, militated againſt his ruling 
paſſion, and reluctantly extorted from 
him the wages of proſtitution. But 
he managed theſe matters with the 
moſt cautious ſecrecy for the ſake of 
his character, and to avoid the ſuſ- 
picions of his wife, whom he had 
married without any ſpark of regard, 
merely for the ſake of her money, ant 
who watched his motions with a jea- 
lous eye. 5 | 


Fe. As 
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As they who quit the paths of vir- 
tue, uſually add imprudence and 
prodigality to their other vices, Hara- 
den and I ſoon diſſipated the plunder 

of her laſt keeper; and my remit- 
tances from my father being in no 
© meaſure adequate to her extravagance 

or my own, we were not long with- 
out feeling the approaches of want, 
and the neceſſity of freſh reſources. 
From the very ſtrict attention of 
Skrimkelow to his affairs, peculation 
was difficult, yet even to that I was 
mean. enough to ſtoop, under the ſer- 
vitude of the baſeſt of paſſions. I am 
confounded at the reflection, and would 
hide in darkneſs ſo degrading a ſtep, if 
truth, which demands it of me, did not 
extort from me the acknowledgment. 

The dread of diſcovery was the con- 
+ ſtant torment of my life, and con- 

tinuance muſt no doubt have led to 
detection, and to all the horrible ig- 
nominy, which Ah the conſequence. 
News * 8 


- 
-.. 
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But an event occurred, which, for a 
while, ſuſpended my apprehenſions. 
Tho' my maſter was, as I have ob- 
ſerved,very parſimonious, his appetites 
ocnflicted with his avarice. His wife's 
temper was naturally ſour, and his 
negle& of her did not in any mea- 
ſure tend to ſoften it. Her upbraid- 
ings and. jealouſy made his evenings 
very diſagreeable at home, and there- 
fore he endeavoured: to conſole him- 
{elf abroad; ſometimes with a club 
who met two or three times a week to 
drink and ſmoke in a ſober way, and 
ſometimes he ſtole to more criminal 
ſociety. 
My - intercourſe with Haraden, as 
I uſually ſpent my evenings and Sun- 
days at her lodgings, was not carned 
on without ſome notice from my maſ- 
ter. After calling me one day to ac- 
count, how 1 ſpent my leiſure time, 
he received ſuch anſwers as rather con- 
firmed than removed his ſuſpicions. 
5 F 6 He 
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He reſolved therefore himſelf to keep 
a ſtrict eye upon me, and diſcover the 
ſcene of my retirement. One even- 
ing in the dark he followed me un- 
obſerved into the ſuburbs, and de- 
termined to inform himſelf what bu- 
. fineſs engaged me; he marked the 
door at which I entered, which ſtood 
open, and ſtealing ſoftly up ſtairs af- 
ter me, I had ſcarce entered the room, 
and began paymg my compliments 
with my uſual freedom, than the ſound 
of feet behind me made me turn ; and 
the ſight of Skrimkelow, you may 
judge, was ready to fink me into the 
earth. I endeavoured in. confuſion to 
trump up a lie, and faid, I was much 
ſurpriſed to ſee him at my coutin's 
lodgings. 
Young man, faid he, with a coun- | 
tenance of indignation, that won't do. 
Go home this minute, and wait my 
return. The tone of authority with 
3 and my own conſcious 


guilt, 
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guilt, quite diſconcerted me: I felt it 
no time to parley; and caſting a fide 
look at Haraden, ſlunk out at the 
door. 

Young woman, ſaid my maſter, 
with an auſtere voice, you are bringing 
this youth and yourſelf to perdition. 
I ſhall inform the police, and fee that 
ſuch ſteps be taken, as may reſerve him 
at leaſt from ruin. 971 
My ſeducer, who was hypocriſy it- 
ſelf, and artful beyond conception, in- 
ſtead of ſinking under the rebuke as 
J had done, threw herſelf at his feet, 
and having heard from me ſomething 
of the man ſhe had to deal with, de- 
termined to ſeize the preſent moment, 
at once to revenge the unwelcome 
interruption, and if poſſible extricate 
us at the ſame time out of the dif- 
ficulties with which we began to 
be involved. With tears, which 
ſhe could command at will, ſtreaming 
down her face, you ſee, ſaid ſne, wor- 
| | thy 
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83 thy Sir, at your feet, the moſt miſera- 

ble of human beings; if your boſom 
ever felt the relentings of compaſſion, 
or the ſentiment of generous pity, 
hear ere you condemn me. 
She was a beautiful woman; her 
tears did not diminiſh her attractions; 
ſhe knew how to look tenderneſs into 
a heart more adamantine than my 
maſter's. He raiſed her up, and ſaid, 
he meant not to condemn her un- 
heard, and wiſned that the truth of 
her relation might afford him an op- 
portunity to pity, rather chan to pu+ 
niſn. 

ee eee to K e 


8 Gag for a moment, ſhe addreſſed him, 


with a ſigh, which ſeemed to burſt 
from her inmoſt ſoul: I am the moſt 
_< unfortunate of human beings ; and 
above all, in the ſuſpicions which I 
fear you entertain of me; but ap- 
<< pearances are deceitful. My father 


4 dec about a year! ago; he was a 
” captain ; 1 
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e captain; being on half pay, he came 
e hither from a diſtant province, to 
« ſolicit a company; I was his only 


daughter; he brought me with him; 


we were diſtantly related to Ro- 
© manzoff,—an acquaintance com- 
e menced between us; the ſudden 
© loſs of the beſt of parents, left me 
<« without a friend; Romanzoff kindly 
« intereſted himſelf for me, fixed me 
in this lodging, and promiſed he 
* would endeavour to procure me 


« ſome employment, by which I might 


ſubſiſt. He kindly for a time ſup- 


<«<-phed my wants, viſited me often, 


and profeſſed a ſtrong attachment to 
«© me. I hſtened to him with too 


% much attention and credulity he 


« vowed unchangeable fidelity, and 
e promiſed me marriage, the moment 
his circumſtances would permit our 


union. I heſitated, and reſiſted his 


« ſolicitations, till opportunity and 
< 1mportunity betrayed me into his 
** power; 


— 
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e power; but alas! how have I too 
« late fepented my folly. Judge, kind 
“ Sir, of my preſent diſtreſs (opening a 
« cupboard, where ſhe artfully recol- 
_ « Jefted there ſtood a bare bone of 
* mutton) this is the only proviſion 
* which has ſubſiſted me for ſome days 
e paſt; he continues, indeed, to pro- 
* miſe me remittances from his father, 
_ *« whilſt fearing to run in debt, I am 
« ready to periſh with hunger; what 
will become of me ! the wretchedeſt 
« of mortals,” cried ſhe, in an agony 
a deluge of tears ſtopped her utter- 
ance, and a look imploring pity, melted 


the merchant. 


There was ſomething about her en- 
_ chanting; it was not pity, it was ſome- 
thing which ſprang from a worſe prin- 
ciple, that pleaded for Haraden. He 
| took five rubles from his purſe, and 
gently chiding her for truſting to the 
promiſes of a wild youth, he offered to 
extricate her from her diſtreſſes, on 
Fae.” condition 
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condition of her renouncing a con- 
nexion that muſt otherwiſe inevitably 
W 
That you may no longer, ſays he, 
be expoſed to his viſits, I will remove 
you out of his way, and endeavour to 
procure you a comfortable proviſion, 
if you behave as a good girl, and give 
me no occaſion to alter thoſe ſenti- 
ments of compaſſion, which pity for 
your inexperience and diſtreſſes awa- 
kens in my heart. : 
She knelt at his feet, and taking his 


hand, kiſſed it with the moſt fervent 


acknowledgments ; affuring him, if he 
would deign to be her kind protector, 
ſhe hoped that he would never have 
occaſion to repent of his humanity. 
His paſſions had too much blinded 
his judgment to heſitate ; he aſſured 
her of his protection; but remem- 
eber, (ſaid he) it is on one condi- 
«* tion. Every idea of Romanzoff 
e muſt be baniſhed. He 1s a wretch 


cc ripe 


— 
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. * Tipe for perdition. Infallible miſery 
< muſt have awaited you. both. You 

* are now in honourable hands, and 
«if you have no objection to truſt 

* yourſelf to my care, I will convey. 
you to a more agreeable abode, 
« where you need no langer be expoſed 


to his i importunities. 


_— 


She concealed the joy which he felt 


at ſeeing. the old cull hooked, and, 


with ſome apparent reluctance, ſuf- 


. fered herſelf to be perſuaded ; hoping 
his intentions were honourable, and 
that it was not poſſible for a man of 
his integrity to make any IMPTAPEF: uſe 


of her confidence. 


Ne ordered a carriage inſtantly. to the 
done, and packing up what remained 

of her effects, they drove to a different 
quarter of the city, where having pro- 
cured her an agreeable, ready-furniſhed 
lodging, he left her, with an aſſurance 
that he would wait upon her ſoon, 


} 1 


and 
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and begged ſhe would make herſelf 
eaſy about her future proviſion. _ 
I was, during this interval, ſuffici- 
ently miſerable. I knew what I had 
to expect, and more than once heſi- 
tated whether I ſhould wait the return 
of my maſter, or inſtantly take a 
French leave; but reflecting I could 
always do that, and curious to hear 
the reſult” of the adventure, I fat up 
waiting his return, and ſaw him ap- 
proach with a brow of indignation. 
* Romanzoff,” ſaid he, © you ſeem 
« born to make others vile and profli- 
« gate as yourſelf. . I wiſh to reſcue 
one poor creature from ruin.” Then 
upbraiding me bitterly for my conduct, 
according to the repreſentation which 
he had heard, I caught my cue before 
he had finiſhed his relation, and ſe- 
cretly enjoyed the deceit, of which I 
| ſaw he was the dupe. | 
I pretended great contrition, pro- 
teſted I was overcome by charms. I 


could 
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could not refiſt, and that I ſhould be 


happy to make any reparation in my 
power. 
The only reparation, ſaid he, now 
remaining, 1s to amend thy manners, 
and become an honeſt man : for take 
notice, if I ever detect thee again in 
any ſuch criminal connexions, I will 
that moment ſend thee back to thy 
father with thy true character. Thou 
art now on thy good behaviour for the 
laſt time; the next offence will be 
unpardonable. Then turning from 
me with ſtrong marks of diſpleaſure, 
he left me to ruminate on the iſſue of 

this event. / 
I bethought me now, what ſteps 


were to be taken. To attempt re- 


turning to the lodging would be an 
immediate cauſe of expulſion, and 
whom to truſt, in order to pracure | 
intelligence, I knew not. I concluded 
I ſhould be carefully watched. I re- 


5 falved, therefore, to truſt all to her 
| ſubtlety, 
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ſubtlety, not doubting but ſhe would 
ind ſome means'to give me infor- 
mation concerning herſelf, and wait 
her orders to direct my conduct. 
A week paſſed and I heard nothing. 
One evening, as I was going into the 
city, on buſineſs, I perceived a perſon 
following me ; and on turning a cor- 
ner, at ſome diſtance from our houſe, 
ſhe ſlipt a letter into my hand, and, 
without waiting for a reply, haſtily 
retired. I put it into my pocket, and, 
impatient to know its contents, re- 
turned home. with all poſſible expedþ- - 
tion, and inſtantly retirmg to my 
room, the well known hand immedi- 
ately declared the author ; 1 eagerly 
broke the ſeal, and read, 


1 My dear Romanzoff, 

As one eſcaped from ſhipwreck 
on the fortunate iflands, I ſeize the 
* firſt moment of ſafety to acquaint 
* thee with my ſituation. Hah! 

. 
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* hah ! hah! though we cannot laugh 
* together, we will laugh notwith- 
__<« ftanding. The old cull is hooked. 
„ made up a plauſible tory, and 
«well belaboured thee, thou ſeducer 
of thy couſin Haraden, an officer's 
« deſtifute orphan. The ſtory is 
* too long to tell. The old wretch 
« was all pity, all compaſſion, quite 
<« melted with my tears, raiſed me 
ce from his feet, and if 1 will be a 
ee 900d girl in future, &c. I may de- 
e pend upon a protector. Thou 
* mayſt figure me all gratitude, he 
all kindneſs, ſnatched from thy 
* claws; fixed in an elegant apart- 

« ment on the grand canal, and 
wanting nothing but thy dear ſelf; 
% no more intercourſe with Roman- 
« zoff, that wretch, ſomebody more 
«© diſcreet, more conſtant, more af- 

7 60 fluent, will better ſupply his place 
for a time; mum for that; I 
« muſt coax and wheedle, and. thou 
cc poor 


SIBERIAN ANECDOTES. - 119 

poor culprit muſt. be patient and 
** wait, . Truſt my dexterity, and do 
not mar by thy imprudence the 
e plan I have concerted. Be ſure not 

« to attempt coming near where L 

am, nor give a ſhadow of ſuſpicion _ 
that intelligence hath reached thee, 
When matters are ripe, I will take 
« care to give thee thy cue, and ſend 
« the needful directions. Be a good 


« lad, Romanzoff, and pleaſe thy 
<« maſter, and Iwill take care that thy 


« diligence and fidelity ſhall not paſs _ 


te unrewarded. Hah ! hah! hah!” 
I caught the laugh I own, and an- 
tedated the expected pleaſure; for 
other pleaſure than vice afforded, to 
my ſhame, I then knew not. 
I conformed myſelf to her in- 
ſtructions, redoubled my diligence to | 
pleaſe, and carefully avoided giving 
the leaſt jealouſy to my maſter, who, 
I perceived, had his ſpies upon me, 
{rep dy and 


a, 
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_ was exactly ee of all my 
motions. 

As Skrimkelow had a PAIN” OY to 
maintain, very imcompatible with the 
cConnexion he had formed, it became 
him to uſe the greateſt ſecrecy and 
.concealment. His jealous wife alſo 
kept her eye upon him, and it was 
no eaſy matter to carry on undiſ- 
ampel his intercourſe with Haraden, 
who had quite enſlaved him by her 
- artifices. To facilitate his acceſs to 
her, he had recourſe to diſguiſe; and 
having ſecured a little lodging in an 
unfrequented part of the ſuburbs, he 

watched his opportunities of retiring 
thither; and putting on the tatters of 
an old beggar woman, paſſed unſuſ- 
pected to the door of his inamorata, 
where, according to previous concert, 
he was admitted, and ſoon metamor- 
phoſed into the paſſionate lover. 
| Pretexts of buſineſs afforded fre- 
quent opportunities of abſence from 

: home, 
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home, and two months paſſed without 
any interruption on his part, or utelli- 
be received on mine. 
HFaraden failed not to improve the 
happy opportunity, and ſold every fa- 
vour at as dear a rate as poſſible, affect- 
ing all the reluctance of virtue, to give 
value to the ſacrifices ſhe made. 
But the devil, who often owes a 
grudge to thoſe who ſerve him moſt, 
ſuffered him not to go unpuniſhed. 
One morning as he was retiring in his 
uſual diſguiſe, after having ſpent the 
night at Haraden's apartments, he had 
ſcarce quitted the door, and was hob- 
bling on his ſtick along the pavement, 
when ſome drunken failors, who were 
coming by, took it into their heads to 
huſtle the old woman : the cries of 
Skrimkelow brought a mob around 
them, the muffler with which the 
lower part of his face was con- 
cealed, was pulled off, and diſcovered 
a beard; the mob cried; a witch! a 
Vo. III. G witch! 
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witch Hook at her beard ;—try, her 
in the canal, ſhe will ſwim like a cork ; 
no ſooner ſaid than done, uphoiſted 
and hurled into the midſtof the ſtream. 
The ſtruggle for life engaged him 
to uſe his utmoſt efforts to keep him- 
ſelf boyant, and the ſhouts. of the 
mob drawing Haraden to her window, 
preſented her unfortunate lover to her 
view, in a ſituation truly deplorable. 
The guard. by this time arrived, 
alarmed at the noiſe, and the officer 
humanely reſcued the poor old woman, 
almoſt reduced to her laſt gaſp, and 
ready to fink for ever; he ordered the 
ſoldiers to ſecure her from all farther 
violence, and carry her to the guard- 
houſe, in order to ſend her to her friends 
or the 1 e, to be taken proper 
care of. 
_  Skrimkelow was already half dead 
with fear, wet, and cold, but a worſe 
evil hung over him, the dread of diſ- 
covery; to prevent this was his firſt 
: concern ; 
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concern ; he begged to ſpeak with the 
officer alone, hoping to be able to 
bribe him to conceal the adventure, and 
releaſe him without farther enquiry. 

The golden key has a ward for every 
lock; the officer heard him with ſome- 
amazement inform him, that he was 
a very different perſonage from that 
which he appeared; that an intrigue 
had led him to aſſume that unfortunate 
diſguiſe; he begged him therefore to 
take no notice of the affair, and diſ- 
charge him in the evening, that he 
might retire unmoleſted; for which 
favour he ſhould be happy to teſtify 
his gratitude, and begged his accept- 
ance of five hundred rubles; for which 
he offered him a draught on a friend 
of his, who would diſcharge it at 
ſight. 

The officer,. who little expected ſo 
advantageous an iſſue of this adven- 
ture, recovering from his ſurprize, ex- 
preſſed his concern for the mis fortune 

G2 | which 1 
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Which had befallen him, and aſſured 
him he would keep his ſecret, and pro- 
cure his diſcharge. He gave him ſome 
refreſhment, and at evening ordered 
bim away under the cuſtody of a ſer- 
vant, wWho was directed to ſet the old 
woman er iberty at cke ee 
— Areet: 2 

The unfortunate Skrimkelow amidſt 
all his miſeries, counted himſelf happy 
m having procured at any rate his re- 
teaſe. Haſting to his lodging, where 
- he reſumed his proper garb, he took a 
carriage, which ſet him down at his 
own door. 

He had dale entered the dau 
when overcome with the diſcipline he 
had undergone, Joined to the anxiety 
and terror which he had endured, he 
_ fainted away, and was carried to bed 
in a ſtate of imminent danger. A 
violent fever ſucceeded ; his life was 
deſpaired of; the phyſician humanely 
een bum of * fears, and wiſhed 


4 | a divine 


— * 
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a-divine might viſit him without de- 
"The horrors of his mind were now 
great as the pains of his body. His 
guilty conſcience upbraided him with 
his paſt criminal conduct, and the 
fear of death extorted the moſt paſ- 
ſionate expreſſions of penitence, and 
vows of future amendment. He re- 
ſolved immediately to make his will, 
and by liberal legacies to the poor, the 
church, and the hoſpitals, endeavour 
to commute for his crimes, and cover, 
by ſuch miſcalled e the multi- 
tude of ſins. 

_ Having by the help of an a 
prieſt, who comforted him with the 
ſincerity of his repentance, and the 
meritoriouſneſs of his charity, and 
who read abſolution to his general 
confeſſions, recovered a little from the 
paroxyſm of conviction, and vainly 
flattered. himſelf that he had made his 
; FO with God, his mind being leſs 


G 3 agitated, 
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agitated, his diſorder took a favour- 
able turn, and the fever abated. _ 

With returning health his peniten- 
tial views began to alter. On a re- 
viſal of his will, he thought the ſum 
| bequeathed to charities rather too 
large, and cancelled the paper, with 
an intention of making a new_difpo- 
fition of his effects. Poor Haraden, 
who had been thought of with abhor- 
rence, began not to appear ſo very 
criminal,” and rather an object to be 
pitied. How anxious mult ſhe, ten- 
der creature, have been during his 
confinement, it would be inhuman 
not to relieve her from her torment- 
ing ſuſpenſe. | 
Thus generally falluciows are the 
convictions which ſpring from the ter- 
ror of dying ; ; and like the vows of the 
mariner in the ſtorm, the cauſe is no 
ſooner removed, than the effects va- 
niſh with it. Repentance unto life, 


poou know, Sir, is of a quite diffe- 


rent 
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rent nature, the produce of pardoning 
love, and not of tormenting fear. 
During the illneſs of Skrimkelow, 
Haraden, who was ſoon apprized of 
it, failed not to ſeize the opportunity 
of giving me an interview. From her 
J learnt, among other particulars, the 
real cauſe of my maſter's illneſs, and 
the truly laughable circumſtances at- 
tending it. We bath concurred in 
wiſhing his recovery, as matters were 
not yet in ſuch a train, as to enable us 
to live comfortably without him.. 

As ſoon, therefore, as there was a 
probability of his being able to renew 
his viſits, mine were diſcontinued ; 
and ſcarce was he convaleſcent, ere he 
found his way to the apartments of 
Haraden, with increaſing proteſtati- 
ons of inviolable attachment; while 
her tears, and well-feigned grief and 
anxicty for him, rivetted him in the 
opinion of her fidelity to him. 

G. 4 80 
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So aſtoniſningly are men dupes to 
the wiles of their miſtreſſes, and flat- 
ter themſelves in the confidence of an 
attachment that hath no exiſtence, 
but in their own folly and vanity. 

She inſinuated, among her other 
bs the diſtreſs in which the loſs of 
him muſt have left her; aggravated 
with the idea, that ſome fruit of their 
intercourie was apprehended, and both 
ready to be left deſtitute in a world ſo 
inhoſpitable. | 7 
My maſter, whoſe ** were 
heighthened by abſence, àſſured her, 
ſhe had nothing to fear. The idea of 
being a father alſo delighted him : He 


could ſcarce hope for a family by his 


wife, who had never bred; and 
though his parſimony ſuffered violence 
in the conflict, he promiſed to procure 
her and her infant an eſtabliſhment, 
that ſhould render them independent 
of the world. 
Wo The 


SIBERTAN' ANECDOTES, 129 


The intercourſe continued; the ap- 
pearances of pregnancy (for indeed 
they were but appearances) were car- 
ried on; and every time he viſited her 
Haraden ceaſed not to urge the neceſ- 
ſity of the proviſion, which he had 
promiſed, before the ſituation ſhe was 
in obliged her to a temporary ſepara- 
tion from him. By working on his 
_ paſſionls, hopes, and ſometimes his 
fears, ſhe extorted, at various times, to 
the amount of two thouſand rubles. 
With this ſum ſhe determined to de- 
camp, tired of the reſtraints we were. 
under, and longing to enjoy each other 
at liberty. The matter only remained 
to be ſettled, how to leave Skrimke- 
low in ſuch a ſituation as might ſecure 
us a retreat unmoleſted. 

Dorothee, my maſter's wife, as [ 
have obſerved, was ever jealous of him, ö 
but hitherto unable evidently to con- 
vict him of his intrigues, ſhe deter- 
Ne if poſſible, to engage my afſiſt- 
8 5 ance, 
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' ance, in hopes, with this aid, ſhe 
| ſhould have better ſucceſs. I re- 
marked, for a good while, that ſhe be- 
haved to me with particular civility, 
and now-and-then did me the favour 
to aſk me to drink coffee with her 
alone, when Skrimkelow was abſent. 
One day, as we grew more inti- 
mate, after prefacing her diſcourſe 
with her high opinion of my integrity 
and diſcretion, Romanzoff, (ſaid 
« ſhe) you muſt have obſerved the 
te baſe returns your maſter makes me 
for all the kindneſs I have ſhewn 
« him. To me he is indebted for 
« every thing he poſſeſſes. He was a 
4 clerk, ſcarce worth a ruble, till I 
« raifed him to affluence, and enabled 
him, as a merchant, to. follow his 
i preſent buſineſs ; and now he leaves 
me for every ſtrumpet. Yes, (ſays 
« ſhe, clapping her handkerchief to her 
« eyes) I have known nothing but 
2 * and ill-uſage from that day to 

1 2 this. 
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«this. I long to be revenged of him, 
e and detect his haunts; and, if thou 
< wilt aſſiſt me, thy kindneſs ſhall not 
* gounrewarded.” 

Madam, ſaid I, T have too many ob- 

ligations to you, for all the civilities I: 
have received, not to contribute to 
your happineſs; gratitude will ever 
bind me to ſerve you, with all the fide- 
lity and ſecrecy you can deſire. 
Our intercourſe now grew more fre- 
quent; the loaded. me with preſents, 
having cunningly reſerved a hoard un- 
known to her huſband ; and whilſt we. 
ſat planning revenge for her injuries, our 
familiarities led by degrees to freedoms, 
that I perceived were not diſageeable 
to her. 51 

J muſt confeſs, for my on part, 
that IJ had not the leaſt attraction to 
her perſon; but her liberalities were. 
very convenient to me, and I was baſe. 
enough to ſacrifice: truth and gallantry. 
to advantage; and ventured: to inti- 

G 6 mate 


132 SIBERTAN ANECDOTES 


mate in one of our conferences, that 
there were other ways of taking her 
revenge of my maſter's infidelities than 
by detecting him. 

She pretended not to ndern 
me; but I plainly perceived that Ro- 
manzoff began to be regarded by her 
with ſentiments that reached farther- 
than, friendſhip; and when in conſe- 
. quence of freſh bounties, I was pro- 
feſſing my high regard and attachment, 
and how much the poſſeſſion of her 
was ſuited to make any man happy 3 3 
ah! Romanzoff, ſays ſhe, I perceive 
vou men are all hypocrites alike ; if 


Skrimkelow was dead to-morrow, and 


Ia widow, you would not fay fo. 

I was too far gone to recede, tho I 
own I did not expect ſuch a home 
thruſt. I could not eat my on words, 
and was very loath to loſe her liberal 
8 ; as, therefore, I ſuppoſed I 
might ſafely vow and promiſe on, 
where _ was no proſpe& of my 
S182 - ſincerity 
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ſincerity being ſoon put to the teſt, I 
confirmed what I had faid, with all 
the proteſtations, and flattery, which 
ſelf-love and female vanity are but 
too ready to receive. 

My miſtreſs was MAGE" of forty ; 
rather amorous in her diſpoſition ; a 
little inclined to corpulency ; coarſe: | 
in her ſkin; and her features a great 
way removed from beauty, but their 
own glaſſes ſeldom. do women juſtice. 
She was intoxicated enough to think, 
ſhe could attract a young man's affec- 
tions, and as ſuch unnatural attach- 
ments are uſually the moſt violent, 
ſhe determined at once to gratify her- 
ſelf, and take vengeance on her huſ- 
band, by getting rid of him. 

As ſince his illneſs he ſlept but 
badly, his apothecary had ordered him 
every other night a compoſingdraught. 
She therefore took one of the bottles, 
and going to a druggiſt in the ſuburbs, 
nn two ounces of laudanum, 

1 and 
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and ſet it in the ſame place, havin g 
obſerved that in eolour and ſmell * 
nearly agreed. 

When Skrimkelow was in bed, he 
odere the ſervant to. give him the 
uſual draught, and ſwallowing it haſti- 
ly down, complained that it taſted 
ſtronger than ordinary, and fell aſleep. 
Sto wake no more. He lay the next 
day perfectly ſtupid and ſenſeleſs. The- 
apothecary was ſent for, he enquired: 
anxiouſly what the- patient had taken 
—could learn nothing farther, than 
that he had the medicine in the vial 
as uſual. He ſaw and announced the 
danger; the poor Dorothee, all grief 
and anguiſh; wrung her hands de- 
ſired ſome other medical help might. 
be ſent for immediately; her life was 
bound up in her dear huſband. Ano-- 
ther gentleman of the faculty, who, 
happened to be the rival. in buſineſs. 


F of the perſon who was. employed in 
the was called in, (for in 
Ruſſia 


C 
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Ruſha the ſame perſon both pre- 


ſcribes, and makes up the medicine.) 
He ſaw the patient—enquired what 


had been given—defired to ſmell at the 


bottle—ſhook his head—and gravely - 


ſaid, he was afraid there was either 
ſome foul play, or ſome great neglect. 


The doctor of the family aſked him 


angrily, what he meant by ſuch an 


inſinuation; the other rephed with a 


ſignificant look, Sir, there was lau- 


danum in that bottle. Sir, (with 


fury ſaid he) do you never give lauda- 
num to your patients? The quan- 
tity there preſcribed a child might take 


without danger. Words brought on 


words, where the parties were but too 
diſpoſed to quarrel, and the doQor's 
vociferations, if any thing could have 


done it, would have rouſed the dying 
patient; but the matter was deſpe- 
rate, he expired before the diſpute 
was ended, and the laſt perſon called 
in, declared it his opinion, that Mr. 
: 4 Skrimkelow 
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Skrimkelow was Na with lauda-! 
num. | 
The dus was in eech Þ 
wife in fits—the friends aſſembled— 
the matter inveſtigated by a freſh con- 
fultation of the faculty over the dead 
body --- and the concluſion, that, 
I through ignorance or malice, an over- 
| doſe of laudanum had been given him, 
which was the cauſe of his death. 
[| The zeal of the wife determined to 
E avenge the crying deed. The doctor, 
who had ſent in the medicine, was ar- 
1 reſted by the officers of juſtice, his 
character blaſted, his buſineſs ruined, 
and his rival triumphant, whoſe wiſ- 
dom and fidelity had detected him. 
A trial of this kind naturally 
brought together a multitude of the 
faculty. The following facts were 
verified ;—that the man was poiſoned 
5 by laudanum— that he was as well as 
ufual before the ſervant gave him the 


1 "a nn immediately the effects 
| | * appeared. 
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appeared. The wife was produced in 
evidence, that ſhe received that bottle, 
with the very label produced in court 
from the apothecary: — He acknow- 
ledged himſelf the fact, that the bottle 
was from his ſhop, and the label his 
hand-writing—that there was lauda- 
num in the draught—but no more 
than was ſalutary; and the patient 
had before repeatedly taken the ſame 
with good effet—that there did appear 
an undue quantity adminiſtered, but 
that it never came from his ſhop. _. 
All thought the defence very lame: 
the general voice was ready to con- 
demn the apothecary : and the judges, 
after a ſhort conſultation, were about 
to pronounce ſentence, when. the 
druggiſt, who had ſold the laudanum, 
taking up the bottle produced in court, . 
and looking at it very attentively, ad- 
dreſſed the judges, and the court: 
Gentlemen, I ſhould think myſelf _ 
very criminal, if I held my tongue. 
| | when 
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when J ſee an innocent man, as I 
fully believe him to be, ready to fall a 
victim to hatred or malice. That Mr. 
Skrimkelow was poiſoned, I doubt 


not, but am perſuaded not by Mr. 
Barkutz. I perfectly remember about 


fix weeks ago a perſon, one evening, 


brought this very bottle to my ſhop, 
and bought two ounces of liquid lau- 
danum. TI confeſs I now condemn 
myſelf for having fold it, and 1 re- 
member I heſitated at the time, and 
thought the quantity great—it made 


me look attentively at the perſon, and 
aſk ſome queſtions about it, to which 


a plauſible anſwer was given. As J 


thruſf in the cork, I cut my finger 


againſt the edge of the neck, which 


was broken in a very particular way, 
as you may obſerve, and this accident 
made me take ſo particular notice of it, 
that I can confidently ſwear this is the 
very bottle. The perſon was habited 


very plain as a ſervant, with a long 
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brown rough cloak, with arm-holes, 
bound with a lighter colour; and I 
muſt ſay, though the face was much 
muffled up, I ſtrongly remember the 
voice, as I think I do the features, to 
be like that of the evidence at the bar. 
At theſe words Dorothee ſcream d 
and fainted—The court was in an 
uproar — Silence was commanded — 
The lifeleſs widow . carried out—the 
judges commanded him to proceed. I 
have but one thing more, ſaid he, to 
add. When the perſon” took out her 
purſe to pay for it, I particularly ob- 
ſerved, that though ſhe ſeemed a ſer- 
vant, the purſe was very handſome 
and ſingular. It had gold taſſels at 
the end, was a deep erimſon ſilk, and 
on it two gold ſlides as they to me _ 
peared. 

' +. The judges c. com manded nh to be 
made in the pockets of Dorothee, and 


the identical purſe was produced in 
court, 


k 
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court, to the great ot of all 


who were preſent. 


She was inſtantly d bal 
and convicted upon the fulleſt evi- 
dence. The cloak was produced, 
which had been long a caſt off, and 
only uſed on that occaſion for years. 


The innocent apothecary was acquitted. 
Dorothee confeſſed the fact after her 
trial to the prieſt who attended her, 


with all the marks of deep repentance 
——owned her attachment to Roman- 


_ zeff—and that the hope of marrying 
him, according to his promiſe, was at 


the bottom of this foul deed. She was 
executed according to her ſentence. 


All admired the wonderf -I interpoſi- 


tion of Divine Providence to fave the 


innocent, and detect the guilty. 


It is impoſſible not to ſtop and pauſe 
onthigawful cataſtrophe, in which Iyet 
feel with horror and ſhame, how much, 


en unintentionally, I was con- 
a cerned. 
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cerned. It is evident there is a God, 


who wonderfully brings to light the 


crimes' of ſinners; murder, eſpecially, 


has a voice that will cry from the 


earth, and amidſt the deepeſt cunning 


and concealment, no darkneſs nor ſha- 


dow of death ſhall hide the workers of 
iniquity. 

Ho dreadfully is ſin Mabel to ſin! 
and who can tell where one falſe ſtep 
ſhall end! God knows how little I 
imagined my hypocriſy and gallantry 
would lead to ſo fatal an event! all I 


ſuffered in conſequence I own was leſs” 


than my iniquity deſerved. 

The confeſſion of Dorothee raiſed 
juſt ſuſpicions, and made me be ar- 

reſted as an accomplice, and committed 
to priſon, where I lay ſome months 
before I was brought to trial : and 
this contributed to enlarge the mea- 
fure of my erimes. 

The walls of priſons are afially very 


__ ſchools for reformation. ' They 


Who 
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_ who go thither evil inclined meet with 
companions, ſuited to confirm them 
in habits of vice; and the untutored 


= ſure to find there maſters in the 


ſcience of iniquity. 

Jam amazed, among all the uſeful 
ons of the preſent Czar, that 
the priſons have not engaged ſome at- 
tention: Much might be ſuggeſted, 
but one thing ſeems abſolutely neceſ- 
fary; that every. perſon under. a cri- 
minal charge ſhould be confined in 
a ſeparate apartment, and ſuffered to 
have no communication with his fel- 
lows : ſilence and ſolitude may force 
reflection on the abandoned; and an 
innocent man will far prefer his own 
thoughts, to converſe with the wretches 


was 


around him. 
In this dreary ales two been 
who bore the ſtamp of poliſhed man- 
ners, attracted my attention. They 
admitted me as an aſſociate, and on 


COmmunacaung our ſituations, I found 
they 


* 
9 N 
- * 
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they had, according to their repre- 
ſentation, been very hardly uſed, and 
were committed for pillaging a young 
heir, whoſe money they declared was 
every ruble fairly won. They conſoled 
themſelves, however, that their con- 
finement would not be long, as they had 
diſpoſed of part of their winnings to 
ſecure the ſuffrages of the judges, and 
doubted not they ſhould be acquitted. 
They aſſured me, they ſhould be glad 
to meet me at large, and if they could 
afford me any aſſiſtance, I might com- 
mand them. 

As nothing legally criminal on my 
trial was proved againit me, I was ac- 
quitted and diſcharged. But my cha- 
racter was gone. Not a creature would 
ſpeak to me. I could not hope to be 
admitted into any houſe of credit. All 
that remained to me was about three 
hundred rubles, the produce of the 
preſents made me by Dorothee. For 
as to Haraden, ſhe had decamped with 

her 
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her ſpoil, fearing to be involved in diffi- 
culties from diſcoveries which might 
** made on the trials. 

Juſt at this time I received from 
my father a long letter of parental 
warnings and tenderneſs. Sharply 
rebuking my wicked conduct, and 
lamenting that he ſhould have brought 

up a ſon for ſname and perdition, ex- 
horting me to repentance and reforma- 
tion, if yet there was hope. . 

Theſe remonſtances were loſt upon 
me, and as my father was confined by 
his duty to Aſtrachan, the vaſt dif- 
tance between us, freed me from the 
apprehenſions of his preſence, which 
T now juſtly dreaded. h 

I was at large once more, and not 
knowing what courſe to take, I be- 
thought me of my priſon compani- 

ons: and as they had given me their 
direction, I ſoon found them out; 
but in a ſituation far ſuperior to what 


1 had any reaſon to apprehend. They 
occupied 
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occupied an elegant houſe, were at- 
tended by ſeveral ſervants in. very, 
and their carriage waited at the door. 
They received me with politeneſs, 
congratulated me on my eſcape, and 
aſked me, among other things, what 
line of life I meant to follow. I 
told them. frankly my ſituation and 
difficulties, and wiſhed them to adviſe 
me, what ſteps were moſt cligible for 
me. They ſaid, my capacity and ap- 
pearance were ſuch, as if I made the 
beſt uſe of both, the world was wide 


enough to provide for me. That 
they had always found dupes and fools - 


who ſupplied the neceſſities of men of 
induſtry, and that the four aces well 


managed, afforded a very comfortable 
ſubſiſtence; that for old acquaintance 


ſake, they were ready to adopt me into 
their fraternity, and initiate me in the 
ſcience of gaming. 
I acknowledged my obligations to 
them, and at their invitation, taking 
Vot. Mk N up 


— _—_—_—_ bY - 


_ — 
— — ns a 
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up m abode "thy them, entered an 
bog f noviciate. Ws 7 +7 48; 0.4 
I had gotten now into a new world, 
.and much more agreeable to my in- 
clinations, than the ſeryice of a count- 
ing-houſe. At the advice of my 
friends, I laid out the chief part of 


my three hundred rubles to equip my- 


ſelf; and parting with the name of 
Romanzoff, aſſumed that of baron 
Braun. By them I was tutored in the 
art of infinuating myſelf into the 
company and confidence of young 
men of faſhion ; frequenting all pub- 


| lic places; and pretending to be a 
German nobleman, TY for my 
Improvement. 


Whenever we "Te a proper ob- 
ject, I endeavoured to ingratiate my- 
ſelf by attentions. and civilities into 


their acquaintance, and introducing 


the unhappy youths, who were the 
dupes of my artifice, to theſe my 


worthy companions ; I appeared of- 
tem 
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ten the chief loſer at our parties, 
whilſt we afterwards together ſhared 
our gains. 

As we had money in plenty, we 
Foil 4 ready acceſs to all the ſcenes 
of diſſipation, and houſes of gam- _ 
bling, which were too frequently 
thoſe of. the. higheſt faſhion. And 
as we were in concert, though appa- 
rently unconnected with each other, 
whilſt one played, another conveyed 
hints as looker on. As we made it 
our trade, and lived by our ſucceſs, 
you may ſuppoſe we had the amazing 
odds on our fide of ſuperior ſkill, as 
well as mutually underſtanding each 
other. Yet all appeared fair, and 
none could detect us of foul play. 
Thus for upwards of two years, we 
kept on our ſucceſsful career, and lived 
magnificently at the expence of our 
r. 

That men of inferior e 


and unexperienced youth ſhould be- | 


H 2 come 
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come the prey of ſharpers, is leſs to 
be wondered at; but that men of 
knowledge, men of faſhion, men of 
afftuence, to whom no acquiſition 
from gaming can add any real com- 
fort of life, ſhould degrade them- 
felves to ſuch company as ours, and 
ſtake their peace, health, life,” liberty, 
family, againſt nothing, is really a- 
 toniſhing. How often have I ſeen 
them duped like idiots, whilſt every 
book, finger, button, of one of us, 
has conveyed intelligence to their 
gambling e 2 rate W | 
Pennyleſs. ee Can ö 
One morning en a viſits + as Our 
carriage ſtopped at the door of a lady 
of faſhion; who ſtood in our. books: 
for ſome debts of Honour, a pitiable 
beggar woman's voice importuned our 
charity. I was fitting backward: F 
thought I knew that voice, and turn- 
ing to the window, beheld a ſpectacle 


4 n Her — garments 


| ſcarce 
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ſcarce concealed her limbs, and the 
ravages of a vile diſeaſe had devoured 
half the noſe, and one of the eyes 
of a face I, once but too well knew. 
I aſked her name, and heard with a 
pang of real anguiſh, that it was 

Haraden. 
I endeavoured to — my ſur- 
prize; it was no place for explana- 
tion, and happily ſhe did not look at 
me. I beckoned to the ſervant be- 
hind the carriage to diſmount, and in 
a low voice, at the other window, bid 
him take her immediately to the 
hoſpital for women, giving ham ten 
rubles as a benefaction; which I 
knew would procure her admiſſion. 
When our vifit was paid, we re» 
turned home; and though I thought 
it my wiſdom to conceal myſelf from 
Haraden, I could not reſiſt my cu- 
rioſity, to know by what ſteps ſhe had 
been reduced to this deplorable ſitua- 
tion. I wrapped myſelf up in my 
6 H 3 ſervant's 


10 SIBERIAN» ANECDOTES. 


ſervant's cloak, walking to the hoſpis 
tal, enquired for the poor woman, 
who had been admitted that morning, 
having ſome charity to bring her from 
the gentleman who ſent her thither. 
I was admitted to her bed-ſide; I 
had put ſomething in my mouth-to 
alter my voice, and had ſlipped on a 
_ falſe noſe, which effectually concealed 
my face. She groaned bitterly, and 
when I gave her ſome money, and ſaid 
I came to comfort her under her af- 
fiction; I am,” ſays ſne, Sir, a 
e wretchpaſt comfort; death is cloſing 
«© my eyes, and W 10 e 
for ever. 
I encouraged IO ee 
a2 poſſibility ſhe might recover; aſſured 
ber jf ſhe did, ſhe ſhould be taken care 
| of, and only wiſhed to know what had 
reduced her to her nn AE 
ſtate. 41 72 
« Ah! Sir,” Gaid the,” the 1 is 


«Jong and fearful. : I ſuffer nothing, 
e but. 
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hut what I have brought upon my 
«ſelf ; I feel I am ready to appear be- 
fore the Judge of quick and dead; 
4 and I tremble at the thoughts of 
« ſtanding at his tremendous bar; oh! 
how ſhall a wretch like me, behold 
© his face in that great day!“ She 
uttered” a deep groan, and for a mo- 
ment remained ſunk in ſilent agony. 

encouraged her to open her diſtreſs, 
and aſſured her I could pity, and would 
endeavour to relieve it. You are, 
ſays ſne, my kind and humane bene- 
« factor; I will uſe no diſguiſe with 
«/you': ' abhor- me you” juſtly may; 
but my ſufferings are, as you ſee, 
great as my crimes, and yu for 
* compaſſion. r 
She began then, as well as her feeble 
voice would admit, and repeated many 
of the too well known circumſtances 
of my life, till the time of my im- 
| oppor j 

e * H 4 . Fear 


2 


— — — 
q — —————— 7 Ore -- — — 


but. my unhappy. fate hurried ne 


% 


Fear of being involved by Ro- 
manzoff, continued ſhe, in ſome 
ſhare of ſuffering, determined me 
without delay to march off, and 
evacuate the lodgings which I gccu- 
pied; and having plenty of money, 
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which as I now perceived, he would, 
if releaſed, only help to diſſipate, 


and that I could hope: to get nothing 


more by connection with him, I re- 
tired to a quite different part of the 
city, till J could reſolve how farther 


to diſpoſe of myſelf, | 
Here I lived for awhile very cations. 


to. deſtruction A young officer, w 


lodged in the ſame houſe, — 
met me at coffee with the miſtreſs of 


it. From, a diſtant, crality. a nearer 
acquaintance, commenced; and tho 
1 was older than he, J. was formed 
with thoſe paſſions which are but 15 


ſenſible to youth and beauty. — 


was but a ſoldier of fortune; 
having 


SIBERIAN ANECDOTES. 153 
having learned that I was a widow, 
as I gave out, left with a comfortable 
independence, he paid me ſuch aſſidu- 
ous attentions, as are very pleaſing 
from thoſe in whoſe favour we have 
received a predileion. 

One ſtep inſenſibly led on to ano- 
ther. He profeſſed the tendereſt at- 
tachment, and made me propoſals of 
marriage. T was not difpleaſed with 
them; I thought 1 might now for 
life-ſeeure a comfortable ſettlement in 
the world, and reſolved to quit my 
former line of life, which, however 
ſueceſsful, I W e amr 
mous. 

As he was the moſt Peclow, Plau- 
Able. and well-behaved' man imagin- 
able, I really flattered myſelf T had 
ſecured in him a valuable acquiſition; 
and that when J parted with my per- 
fon and ſubſtance to him, I had made 
a prudent diſpoſition. of them. We 
were married, and for a month ſeem- 

H 5; ed 


' © - the ſervice-might one day rob me of 
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ed perfectly happy in each other. He 
affected the greateſt tenderneſs for me, 
and when I expreſſed my fears, that 


him, he offered to ſell his commiſſion, 
and lay out the whole of our fortune 
in an eſtate, to which we might retire 


and enjoy ourſelves. This ſo flattered 
me, I inſtantly caught the bait. Soon 


after he informed me of ſomething 
be thought might ſuit us, about ten 
leagues from the capital. We went 
to ſec the place, Iliked the ſituation; 
| the bargain was ſaid to.be made; the 
conveyances ready, and nothing but 
the purchaſe money wanting. I 
chearfully gave up my treaſures, and 
during my huſband's abſence, ho 
_ . went to receive poſſeſſion, began to 
make preparations for our removal, 
with all the pleaſing ideas of future 
_— comfort, which I flattered __ was 
— 0 Is 
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I was a little alarmed not to ſee him 
return the next day, as he had pro- 
miſed me; and reſtleſs beyond deſcrip- 
tion, as the next paſſed, and no tidings 
arrived. I ſent every where to make 
enquiries, but not a trace remained of 
my huſband. I was overwhelmed 
with agonies of grief. From that day 
to this, I have never heard of him. 
Here her ſobs ſtopped for a while her 
utterance. She eee herſeif and 

What t to 1 or e to go, I 

re not. I had ſtripped myſelf of - 
all but a trifle; I. could not poſſibly 
long ſubſiſt where I was; unuſed to 
labour, and incapable of earning my 
bread by any of the common occupa- 
tions of women, want ſtared me in 


| the face. 


In this diſtreſs I made the miſtreſ ; 
of the houſe acquainted with my fitu- 
ation. Her firſt reflection was, that 
as there was a year's rent due, and 


H 6 ſome _ 
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ſome money formerly lent to my huſ- 
band, my goods would, ſhe feared, be 
I carce ſufficient to pay her demands, 
and therefore ſhe ſhould ſeize on them 
immediately. Her brutality ſhocked 
me beyond imagination. I turned 
from her in a rage, 38 out, not 
knowing whither to direct my. ſteps. 
I was on the mall, where the company 
walk, before I knew where I was; and 
as it was a time of day when nobody 
was there, I ſunk down on one of 
the ſeats, overwhelmed: with melan- 
choly and deſpair. . |. 
wa had not perceived. an elderly 1 

tan, who had ſeated herſelf at 
the other end of the ſeat, She rouſed 
me from my reverie, by addreſſing 
herſelf to me. 

_ Young woman, you a to have 
ſome. great diſtreſs upon you, can I 
alleviate it? I turned my eyes from 
the ground upon her, and really was 
unable to utter a word. She came 

| nearer 
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nearer to me, and kindly taking my 
hand, may I, fays ſhe, know the cauſe 
of your melancholy: My heart was 
overwhelmed with anguiſn— the ſha- 
.dow of rehef was welcome. I thank- 
.ed her with many tears, and opened 
to her my late irreparable loſs. _ 
She condoled with me on the falſe- 
hood of my huſband, and the inhu- 
manity of my hoſteſs; but, ſays ſhe, 
F have an aſylum for you, if you dare 
truſt yourſelf to my care, till either 
your perfidious ſpouſe can be reclaim- 
ed or diſcovered, or ſomething elſe in 
your favour 8 * Come home 
with me. 
| _- The tone of her voice was ann 
itſelf My fituation admitted no heſi- 
tation. I followed her, and found an 
apartment at leaſt equal to that I had 
quitted. On enquiry at my lodgings, 
my goods were all ſold, and I had great 
Reeg to recover even wh cloaths. 


I ſpent 


1 * 
* 1 » « ** : %A 
-” 


the room on . ſome pretence, and the 
_ gentleman ge erate ti Pa the 
| Obes: BY RAS VE 4 +; 
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--+F: ſpent ſome days here under the 


very kind attentions of the old lady. 


She endeavoured to diſpel my melan- 


choly. She introduced ſome female 


friends of her's, and one evening a gen- 
tleman ſupped with us, W * 
tended to be a relation. 

After ſupper the old lady quiltted 


I now knew . 8 Auen to 
ſuſpect, that I was in a houſe of in- 
famy; and as I had been the ſeducer 
of others in times paſt, the vengeance 
of a righteous God was retaliating 
upon me in the ſame way, * 
my crimes my puniſnment. 
I would have fain reſiſted, but was 
obliged to ſubmit. I had no charac- 
ter nor connections to fly to—with- 
out money, and without a friend. 


226. | Here 1 ö taſted All the bitterneſs, 


which that earthiy ben, a-brothel, 
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brings upon its wretched victims; ſub- 
ject to every bratality and inſult, to 
| earn the horrid wages of proſtitution; 

and to fill my bitter cup, I contracted 
the horrible diſeaſe, the ravages of 
which you ſee. 

Being no . able to "wal my 
miſtreſs's purpoſes, I was thruſt out 
with the cloaths on my back, without 
a ſnelter for my head, without a penny 
in my pocket, without a morſel of 
bread, to rot on a dung-hill, or pine 
away with want and famine, - Oh, 
that theſe ſcenes were but open to the 
female world! that-they but ſaw the 
thouſandth part of the miſery to which 
the firſt deviations: from the line of 
virtue lead. How would the ſofteſt 

words of the-baſe ſeducer be rejected 
with abhorrence! Oh, what puniſh- 
ment muſt the wretch deſerve and 
meet, who for a momentary gratifica- 
tion can bring upon the object of his 
nn love, the torments 1, feel 

4 2g within 
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within and without; ſhe ſunk down 
in agonies on her bed; after a pauſe 
of horror, I will, fays ſhe, ſhock your 


cars no farther with what has ſince 


paſſed. The days of a ſtreet- walker 
will not bear utterance, and haſtily 
draw to their fearful end. You know 
= ſtate in which you yeſterday found 
| 1 fear, by what I feel, your hu- 
manity comes too late. . 

The ſurgeon was paſſing through 
the ward, I ſtepped to him, to en- 
quire what hope remained. She Will 
be dead, ſir, ſaid he, within four and 
twenty hours, the mortification is 
. | 

I was fo ſhocked I het unh 
F walked down ſtairs. What could 
ſuch a wretch as J fay to a dying fin- 
ner, to whoſe deſtruction J had con- 
tributed; though I was hardened in 
fin, 'and had tried long to take refuge 
in infidelity,” the ſcene quite diſmayed 
me; I felt with a conviction written 

7 | 2 


.” 
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as with a ſun-beam, and which no 
ſophiſtry could elude, that there is a 
God that judgeth the earth. | 
I returned quite melancholy. My 

companions 1n yain ſtrove to rally me 
out of my gloomy fit; it was many 
days before I could regain any portion 
of my wonted 2 hall I call it, 


| We proceeded in our uſual courſe, 
and our reign had laſted much longer 
probably, if the juſt vengeance of 
divine providence had Bot 6 Sat; our 
arker. 
„We were engaged | in one of jos 
parties at a tavern late at night, where 
ſum of money to purchaſe a commiſr 
ſion, had been inveigled by us to play, 
and Joſt his laſt ruble. Ruin and dif 
grace ſtared him in the face; his loſſts 
— up his paſſions almoſt into 
madneſs; he juſtly ſuſpected ſome 
foul play. A quarrel enſued; he yes 


r A 
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His ford; not reflecting on the un- 
equal n and before we could, 
in ſelf-defence diſarm him, he fell. 
mortally wounded. 

The noiſe alarmed the family, the 
officers of juſtice were called, and 
ere we could effect our eſcape, the 

houſe was ſurrounded, and we Were | 
ſeized and committed to priſen. 

The young gentleman was related 
to the firſt families in the kingdom, 
and died withm a few hours, de- 
claring he had fallen in a fray with 
gamblers, who had ſtripped him at 
play. His relations intereſted them- 
ſelves eagerly i in the proſecution. The 
account we were able to give of our- 
ſelves, and our mode of ſubſiſtence, 

was too ſuſpicious to gain any ere 
dence to the true teſtimony we bore, 
that he was wholly the aggreſſor, and 
ourſelves rather unfortunate than 
criminal in the affray. We had the 
weight of influence and prejudice 


£112 55 againſt 


— 
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againſt us, and were condemned for 
murder. | 
Judge, Sir, of the fearfulneſs of my 
em; loaded with heavy irons; in 
a dark cell, fed with the bread of af- 
fliction; left to the gnawings of a 
guilty conſcience; and daily expect- 
ing the - horrors of an ignominious 
death. Vet my heart was ſtill hard 
as the nether millſtone, and inſtead 
of the ſorrows of penitence, I felt only 
the torment and ſullen deſpair of 
devils. „ iGo 
The awful hour approached for 
our execution; the turnkey unbolted 
my cell, my irons were knocked off, 
and I was led forth to the priſon- 
court, to be delivered up to the of- 
fiers of juſtice. A regiment, with 
their colonel, attended as uſual to 


ä ·KÄ Grin | 


execution. 
I was too much mhm up with my 

gloomy fate, to look around; me. 

1 Shame 
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Shame had rivetted my eyes to the 
ground ; when I was ſtartled by the 
ſudden embraces and agonizing cry 
of a man———————M7 was my | 
father ! | 
His regiment had been brought to 
Peterſburgh on duty during my con- 
finement; he was that day on guard 
to attend the execution. No ſooner 
on viewing the priſoners, as they were 
brought forth, did he trace my well 
known features, than ſpringing from 
his horſe, he graſped me in his arms, 
and ſunk as one dead to the earth. 
The officers of juſtice raiſed him 
Tom the ground; applications were 
made; he apened his eyes; it is my 
ſon, he cried, and begging a moment's 
zeſpite- for the priſoners, he flew to 
his horſe, and darted through the 
Franks with amazing velocity; he 
alighted at the palace gates, and with- 
gut anſwering any queſtians of his 


n there, he ruſhed forward into 
the 
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the royal preſence, and fell at the 
czar's feet in an agony- 

The czar's aſtoniſhment was great, 
he bade him declare the cauſe of his 
agitation, and heard him with much 
emotion. The czar ET was a 
father. | 

Romanzoff, ſaid bs; blood lies 
blood; the throne is upheld by juſ- 
tice; but I feel for thee; I owe much 
to thy fidelity, and thouſands of my 
ſubjects their lives to thy valour; thy 
requeſt is granted; Romanzoff hall 
not die; but aſk no more. 
M y reſpite was ordered, my impa- 
tient father flew back with tie tranſ- 


porting news. 
It was no joy to me. Every eye 


had been fixed upon me. The ſight 
of my father in that ſituation was 
bitterer than death; I wiſhed I had 
paſſed” to execution unnoticed; life 
had nothing for me defirable; fear- 
fully unprepared as I Was to die. 1 

had 
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| had not then an idea of the myſteri- 
ous ways of God, nor harboured a 

hope, after all my complicated crimes, 
that I might be reſerved as a monu- 
ment of divine mercy to the chief of 
ſinners, and an evidence to the vileſt 
of men, that he can ſave to the ut- 


termoſt. 
I was remanded to priſon—my 


companions executed — my father 
viſited me. What a thouſand deaths 
did I undergo in his anguiſh and his 
remonſtrances ! but divine grace had 
made no impreſſion on me; I ap- 
peared repentant in word, but my 
* heart was yet hardened. 

My father's ſolicitations at court 
aus; however, procure me no further 
favour: I was ſentenced, with other 
criminals, to work in the mines of 
Siberia, and ſent off with them in 
chains for Catharineberg. We were 
let down by a rope, through one of 

the ſhafts into the bowels of theearth, 
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and entered thoſe gloomy caverns of 4 1 
miſery and deſpair, to be viſited br 
the chearful beams of day no more. 
My father continued his ſolicita- 
tions for my releaſe in vain. I was 
three years ſhut up in that horrible mn 
pit, which I may truly call the land © |} 
of darkneſs, and the ſhadow of death. 
Hard labour, coarſe. food, and the 
damps, had quite emaciated me, my 
ſtrength began to fail, I hoped that 
the friendly hand of death, which 
I had often invoked in vain, would at 
laſt cloſe my eyes to ſorrow. I would 
have inflicted it on myſelf, but a ſe- 
cret horror, or rather the reſtraning 
arm of God prevented me. FIR 

My father was highly reſpected by 
the czar; he had ceaſed: for ſome time 
to ſolicit, after ſuch repeated refuſals, 
the liberty of his ſon, when one day he 

vas ordered to attend. Romanzoff, faid 
he, graciouſly, I have appointed thee 
to command at Dolonſka, and fee 
that 
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that frontier well fortified. As this 
preferment is due to thy merit, thy 
obligation to me 1s the leſs, but thou 
ſhalt be indebted to my regard for a 
favour thou wilt more highly prize; I 
have ordered thy ſon to be delivered 
into thy cuſtody, when thou art ar- 


med at the fort. May his paſt ſuf- 
ferings reſtore him to thee amended in 
bis manners 


My father fell on his knees, kiſſed the 
hem of the czar's garment, and haſted 
for his departure to his government. 
Hope, the laſt friend to the afflicted, 
fupported him; he thought it poſ- 
ſible, I might yet live to ante 
him. | 

But he knew not the ſpirit of his 
fon. The cells of Peterſburgh, and 
the deeper dungeons of Siberia, had 
1 no Cages effeẽts on his 
heatt. 0 * 

Med ef n receiving with tranſſ ports 
th news of wy releaſe, and that I 

2-28 was 
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vas to be ſent to my father at Dolon- 
| ſka, I heard it announced with ſul- 
len filence, and determined I would 
not go. Not that I was inſenſible to my 
| deliverance from that dark abode, and 
did not wiſh to reviſit the happy realms 
of day; but the condition annexed I 
reſolved not to comply with, and at all 
events to avoid a- fight which ſtung 
me worſe than ſcorpions. However, 
as there could be no releaſe for me 
from my preſent gloomy manſion but 
m correſpondence with the Czar's or- 
der, I meditated on the means of my 
eſcape, as I aſcended the ladders which 
were once more to carry me up to the 
regions of light and of the living. 

As the matter was difficult to effect, 
Siberia being a priſon ſtronger than 
gates of iron, I was obliged to enter 
the bark, ordered to convey me to 
Dolonſka: where I found, beſides 


the officers and crew, a number 
Vo L. III. I *.. of 
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of felons, leſs criminal than myſelf, 

conveyed- in chains, to work on the 

fortifications of that place. 
J refolved to ſound them by de- 

grees, on the ſubject of their eſcape, 

and having found them ripe for any 


ſcheme, to effect it; as I was at li- 
berty, and for my father's ſake treated 
with kindneſs, and no apprehenſion, 


_ entertained of danger, I conveyed to 


them inſtruments to get rid of their 
trons: and having prepared all things, 
on a dark night, when the crew were 


| aſleep, we roſe and quickly ſecured 


the veſſel. The ſudden and unex- 
pected attempt precluded all reſiſtance. 


It remained only to determine what to 
do with our 3 and with our- 


ſelves. 5 
Some were for putting them all to- 


death, but I could not bear in cold 
blood, to ſee men butchered who had 
never injured us. I conjured my com- 

„ pain 
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panions to ſpare them, and ſetting them 


aſhore, let them ſhift for themſelves; 


though this I own was an alternative 
little better than death, conſidering the 
difficulties they had to encounter in 


that ſavage country. However, after 


enduring great hardſhips they made. 
their way to Dolonſka, and- carried 


the bitter tidings to my father, which 
ſunk him into deſpair. 
Proſcribed as foes to mankind, we 


had ſcarce our choice to make, but to 


defend ourſelves, and live by depreda- 
tion. And as they were all indebted 


to me for deliverance, I was by una- 


nimous voice choſen captain. 
Our firſt object was to ſeek ſome re- 


treat, where we might be hid from 
purſuit, and retire to in ſafety with 


the prizes we might make, on that 
vaſt river the Irtiſh. 


We pitched upon the borders of a 
little lake, that poured its waters 
12 through 
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through a narrow channel, over- 
ſhadowed with thick foreſt trees, into 
1 this mighty ſtream. It barely ad- 
mitted the bark, was ſcarce viſible it- 
ſelf, and the paſſage, which we with 
fome labour opened, incumbered with 
fallen trees. From hence we fallied 
forth, and for a while ſubſiſted on the 
ſpoils of the unhappy, who failed up 
or down; of whom our ſcouts gave 
us intelligence, careful to avoid thoſe 
med veſſels, with which we felt our- 
felves unable to cope. ae 
But I confeſs I found little more 
"reſt in my command, than when a 
flave buried in the mines. The fel- 
lows who called me captain, were un- 
governable and mutinous, involved in 
| Perpetual quarrels, and often ready to 
. imbrue their hands in each others 
blood. My ſecond in command, en- 
vied my ſuperiority, and was ever 
forming parties to diſpoſſeſs me, and 
1 Seupy my plaee. 


We 
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We were in this ſituation, when 
your bark appeared, you know what 
followed; when J entered your veſſel, 
to my competitor's envy, I am fully 
perſuaded, you have to impute your 
deliverance, and I my bleſſed cap- - 
tivity. You remember how little, 
indeed, I felt it ſuch at firſt, and what 
miſerable conſequences to my dear 
and henoured father followed ; he 
wiped his eyes; I muſt reflect on my- 
ſelf and be confounded, whilſt I adore 
the aſtoniſhing and myſterious ways 
of God, which hath over-ruled this, 
and all the other devious paths of my 
wayward footſteps to lead me, at laſt, 
as a monument of tranſcendent mere 
to his bleſſed Self. 

Roſen and Crucius were tenderly af- 
fected by the relation and ſenſibility 
of Romanzoff, thankful for his af- 
toniſhing reſcue from death and mi- 
ſery; and fervently exhorted him ever 

13 ey 
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| to remember his mercies, and endea- 
' your to teſtify his gratitude for them 
to the great Author of all g od. 


_ The 22 on. 


Many happy days paſſed in hv 
intercourſe between theſe friends of 
each other and Mankind; but unin- 
| terrupted felicity is not the portion of 
humanity; nor earth deſigned to be 
the reſt of the worthieſt of its inha- 
bitants: the number of their days 
is determined, and the bounds ap- | 
| pointed, which they cannot paſs. _ 

An event happened that ſuſpended 
the ſocial delights of this pleaſing ſo- 
ciety. Every heart mourned the af- 
flictive diſpenſation ; each lamented 
their own peculiar loſs, but more 
acutely felt for Selima. Providence 
Sony ſnatched from her arms the 
| benevolent 


— 
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benevolent Crucius. Early in the 
morning he was walking as uſual on 
the banks of the Irtiſh, his attention 
was called by the diſmal cries of a 
woman; her only fon had ſlipped into 
the river, and his feeble efforts were 
unable to reſiſt the violence of the 
ſtream; no aſſiſtance was within call, 
and the generous Crueius plunged in- 
ſtantly into the water, and ſoon 
reached the unhappy youth; who, 
- eager for relief, clung round him with 
ſach entanglement, as utterly de- 
feated all poſlibility of deliverance : 
they ſunk together, and were carried, 
by the violence of the ſtream, to ſuch 
a diſtance, that the moſt diligent ſearch 
never recovered their . from their 
watery grave. 

Death is. the tribute the greateſt; „ 
the beſt of men muſt pay: let not its 
ſuddenneſs aggravate our affliction; 
when. the foul is ready for glory, it is 

I 4 _— 7. 
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a diſtinguiſhed mercy to be ſpared the 
lingering agonies of diſſolution 


The intelligence ſoon reached the 
caſtle, and filled the baron and Eloiſa 
with the moſt poignant anguiſh. 
They felt ready to expire, at the ne- 
ceſſity of making this afflictive diſco- 

very known to Selima, who was 
| eager to be informed of the cauſe of 
their diſtreſs. She received the ac- 
count with filent aſtoniſhment, and 
appearance of the deepeſt ſubmiſſion 
to the awful diſpenſation. She be- 
trayed no violent emotion, but ſleep 


forſook her eye- lids, and nature af- 


forded her no relief from any flow of 
tears. Her will was perfectly reſign- 
ed; ſhe murmured not at the divine 
appointment; but the ſuddenneſs of 
the calamity had ſuch an effect on her 
animal frame, that ſhe ſunk irrecover- 
ably under the ſtroke ; her ſtrength 
pen decayed; ſhe felt her mortal 
| 1 days 
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days advancing to their period, and 
perceived her appointed hour ap- 
-proaching ; ſhe requeſted the attend- 


ance of father Nicolas and Magda- 


len, and delivered to them her will 
ſealed, with directions to be opened 
in the preſence of baron Roſen im- 
mediately after her deceaſe. 
_ + She expreſſed no impatience at her 
ſufferings in life, but ſeemed thank- 
ful in the near proſpe& of diſſolu- 
tion. She received freely her friends, 
and accepted with gratitude the ten- 
derneſs and attention of thoſe around 


ber. 


She lingered ſome months, till ſne 
was reduced to an extreme ſtate of 
weakneſs. The morning before her 
departure, father Nicolas attended 

to adminliſter to her the holy rites, in 
the preſence of all her friends, and 
ſhe took a tender farewel of them, 


n aded it would be her laſt. He 
15 continued 7 
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- continyed to remain in waiting, ex- 
pecting every hour her departure. 
About ſun- ſet, Calſha perceived a 


- little change in Selima, as ſhe lay up- 


on a ſofa. She ran for father Nico- 
las; he entered the room juſt in time 
to pronounce her dying abſolution. 
The beams of the ſetting ſun fell 
bright upon her as ſhe was expiring. 
Her countenance ſhone quite reſplen- 
dent, and with a ſmile of ineffable 
ſweetneſs, ſhe yielded up her ſpirit, 
and entered into everlaſting reſt. 
Roſen and Eloiſa haſtened to her 
apartment, they found Calſha kneel- 
ing by the ſide of her departed friend, 
bathing the ſofa with her tears. Her 
loſs was irreparable ; her grief at firſt 
quite inconſolable, ſhe abandoned her- 
' ſelf to the extremeſt anguiſh. 

Roſen and Eloiſa gazed upon the 
corpſe with ſilent veneration; her 
countenance exhibited no terror in 

x death, 
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death, but was ſtrongly expreſſive of 
her departing views of glory. 

Father Nicolas deſired their at- 
tendance at the opening of her will. 
She had appointed, that her remains 
ſhould be privately conveyed at ſome 
ſilent hour of the night, and de- 
poſited in the conſecrated earth, co- 
vered with a flat ſtone, engraved with 
the following inſeription, and not 
even the initial letters of her name to 
d 0 | 


16 Beneath 
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Beeneath this ſtone 
TE. depoſited, 
in ſure and certain ** 
| of 
a joyful refurreRtion, 
the remains 
(£060 re 
| redeemed by an ineſtimable pany 
and 
| created by divine grace, 
an har 
| of 
20 eternal glory. 


Belima left Calſha, Catharine, and 
Eliza, each a conſiderable legacy. She 
bequeathed a ſum alſo to father Ni- 

colas, to be diſtributed at his diſ- 
cretion among the induſtrious poor. 

The remainder of her vaſt poſſeſſions 
ſhe left to the baron, to be employed 
according to the intentions of her de⸗ [ 
** Crucius, 


Roſen 
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' Roſen and Eloiſa ſpent ſome hours 
that evening, rendering unfeignedly 
the tribute of their tears to their de- 
parted friend. No perſuaſions could 
prevail with Calſha to quit the apart- 
ment; ſhe remained by her dear Seli- 
ma to the laſt hour, in grief unutter- 
able, until the” precious remains were 
depoſited, agreeable to her appoint- 
ment, in the ſilent tomb. 

The exhauſted frame of Calſha 
then ſunk into a long and deep ſleep ; 
when ſhe awoke, the keenneſs of her 
ſenſations were greatly abated, though 
| ſhe continued for a long time ſubject 
to ſudden and violent burſts of an- 
guiſh. She intreated of baron Roſen 
to take the guardianſhip of her little 
Baſil, who was now advanced to years 
capable of improvement. He readily 
accepted of the charge, and the 
amiableneſs of his temper, and the 

rapidity of his improvements, abun- 
a dantly 


ide; ſucceſs crowned his enterprizes; 
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dantly repaid the attention beſtowed | 
upon him. 


The higheſt md of! conju gugel 
n and friendſhip, which Roſen 
and Eloiſa poſſeſſed in each other, did 


not render them inſenſible to the late 


repeated ſtrokes that had deprived 
them of ſuch valuable friends. They 
mourned in tender uniſon, and a 
mutual gloom for a long ſeaſon, ob- 
ſcured their natural vivacity. But 
grief did not render the baron negli- 


gent in his public ſervices; he felt as 


a man, he ſubmitted as a Chriſtian. 
The increaſed talents committed to his 


* truſt, he endeavoured to employ for 


the benefit of the great family under 
his protection. He knew no happi- 
neſs. equal to the joy of diffuſing it. 
among others, and wiſhed to live, not 
for himſelf hut for mankind. | 

His ſettlement extended on every 


my 
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peace and plenty reigned through out 
the colony; every heart felt, and 
every tongue acknowledged, that, un- 
der God, to him they owed their diſ- 
tinguiſhed felicity. 

Romanzoff formed a happy union 
with Eliza, and under the auſpices of 
their noble friend, they eſtabliſhed, at 
ſome diſtance, a new colony. Every 
year increaſed the tender felicity of 
this happy pair. They lived to ſee 
the abundant ſucceſs of their under- 
takings, and at the end of their race; 
left a numerous offspring behind 
them. 2 
Catharine was devoted to her firſt 
calling, and nothing could engage her 
to alter her condition. Her higheſt 
ambition was to aſſiſt Calſha in the 
ſuperintendance of the village ſchools, 
an office for which ſhe was peculiarly 


qualified. | 
Little Baſil grew up in tender u- 


nion in Felicia, the third daugh- 
ter 


Ts 
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tier of Roſen. 
very early by the parents, and meet- 
ing with the concurrence of all par- 
ties, they were permitted without in- 
terruption to cement their affections 
by increaſing years; though their 
union was not com pleted till after 
* came of age. | 


It was perceived 


Eloiſa ſurvived their marriage ſome 


years. She was removed by a ſhort 
üllneſs without pain, and expired in 
the arms of her faithful Roſen. The 


dear remembrance of her he delighted 


to cheriſh during the remaining days 


of his pilgrimage, and waited in cer- 
tain hope of meeting her in the re- 
gions of the bleſſed. 

After many. years employed in that 


nobleſt of human labours, the plea- 


ſure of doing good; having lived to 


ſee his children happily the imitators 
of his virtues; and ſtability thereby 
ſecured to his great deſigns, his hour 


came, when he muſt go to a brighter 
8 reward 


' SIBERIAN ANECDOTES. 18 5 
reward than earth could give him. 
He was gathered to his fathers as the 
ripe ſhock falls in the day of harveſt, 
full of. years and honours. | 
His memory to this hour is grate- 
fully tranſmitted down from father to 
ſon; and all the growing greatneſs 
of the land aſcribed to his Philan- 
thropy. 
An annual memorial of him is kept 
up, when they viſit his tomb. It 
bears no epitaph, but ſimply the name 
of Roſen, whom it covers. The 
whole country around ſpeaks his eu- 
logium, more forcibly than words 
could expreſs; and every beholder 
feels it impoſſible not to regret for the 
ſake of poſterity, that ſuch a man 
was not immortal in this world; whilſt 
for his own ſake, they rejoice, that 
he hath found his immortality in a 
better. 
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29 Chambaud's French Exerciſes, 2s 7 
80 = = Rudiments of the French Tongue 
18 | 
81 Johnſon's Lives of the Poets, 4 Vols. 11 4s 
82 Martin's Panegyric on Newton, 1s | 


83 Barometer, 1s 

84 — — Thermometer, 6d 

85 on Electricity, dd 

86 on Hadley's Quadrant, 6d 
87 Perſpective, 3s 6d 

88 on Comets, 28 6d 

89 — Opticks, 6s | 

g0 Macbride's Medical and Philoſophical Eſſays, 

Plates, 5s 


91 Muller on Fortification, with Plates, 7s Gd 
92 Palermo's Italian Grammar, 6s 

93 Hill's Dramatic Works, 2 Vols. 128 

94 — . — , large Paper, 2 Vols. 


d 158 
95 Anſon's Voyage, by Walter, with Maps, 78 
96 Kalm's Travels into North America, 2 Vols. 

Cuts, 128 

Langley's Builder's Jewel, 48 6d wh 
| 98 Young Clerk's Aliant, on 60 Copper Plates, 
35 6d ſewed 


99 Schrevelius's 
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100 Talbot's . 8 — 7 
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101 Theobald's Shakeſpeare, 8 Vols. Cuts, 11 88 
102 Fortunate Country Maid, 2 Vols. bo 

103 The Prater, by Nicholas Babble, E 

104 Antigallican, or Adventures of H. Gelbe. 


qʒ 

105 Sir . Plays, 2 Vols. 6s 

106 Milton's Paradiſe Loſt, . s 6d 

107 Farquhar's Works, 2 Vols. 45 11 

108 Ogilby's Roads, with a Map, 1s 6d 

109 Selectæ è Profanis, 28 6d 

110 Clarke's Introduction to making Latin, 2s * 

I11 Steele's Dramatic Works, with his Life and 
Head, 2s Gd 

112 Kimber's Peerage of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, with Arms, &c. 3s 6d each 

113 Dr. Croxall's Aſop, 3s 

114 Lillo's Plays, 2 Vols. 7s 

115 Bankes's Oliver Cromwell, 3s 

116 Fine Lady, 2 Vols. 6s | 

117 Scarron's Works, 2 Vols. 6s - 

118 Cotton's Poetical Works, Cuts, 35 6d 

119 Theatrical Bouquet, conſiſting of modern 
Prologues and Epilogues 38 Gd 

120 Ovid's Art of Love, 38 

121 Conſtantia Philips's Apology, 3 Vols. 98 

122 Howard's Dramatic Works, 38 

123 Fielding's Tom Jones, 4 Vols. 12s 

124 Henrietta, by Mrs. Lenox, 2 Vols. 6s 

125 The Locket, a Novel, 2 Vols. 6s 


126 Philips's (John) Poems, with Cuts, 28 6d | 
127 Philips's 
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127 Philips's (Ambroſe) Paſtorals, 28 
128 Thomſon's Works, 4 Vols. 12s - - 


129 — —— Seaſons, on Medium Paper, 
28 6d | . 

130o ä Ditto on Demy, 2s 

131 = Ditto, on fine Paper, and new 
Plates, 28 


132 Louiſa Mildmay, by Mr. Kelly, 2 Vols. 6s 
133 Barrow's Naval Hiftory, Plates, 4 Vols, 148 

134 Johnſon's Complete Letter Writer, 2s 

135 The Unfaſhionable Wife, 2 Vols. 6s. 

136 Browne's Reman Hiſtory, for Schools, Cuts, 


28 

137 Martin's Gazetter, with ſeven Maps, 3s 6d 
138 Woman of Honour, 3 Vols. gs. 
139 Thickneſſe's Uſeful Hints in a Tour to 
x France, 
10 Wycherley's Dramatic Works, 38 6d 
141 Adventures of Frank Clive, 2 Vols. 6s 
142 Hatton Comes Commercii, 2s 
143 The Noveliſt, with Cuts, 2 Vols. 6s 
144 Pomfret's Poems, 186d 
145 The Wanderer, 2 Vols. 6s 
146 The Fair Philoſopher, 2 Vols. 6s 

147 Cleland's Surpriſes of Love, 38. 
148 Roderick Random, 2 Vols. 6s 4 
149 Gordon's Young Man's Companion, 28 6d 
150 Mather's Young Man's Companion, 2s 6d 

151 Hiſtory of. Sir Charles Beaufort, 2 Vols. 6s 
152 Evelina, or a Young Lady's Entrance into 
the World, 3 Vols. with elegant Frontiſ- 

pieces, 9s | | 
153 Adventures of Captain Robert Boyle, 3s 
154 Mrs. Haywood's Love in its Variety, 38 
255 Almoran and Hamet, by Dr. Hawkeſworth, 
2 Vols. 38. . (290423 4 


